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Commentarius de CyMBALIS. 
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An ExPLicaTIOn of feveral Paffages of 
ibe New TESTAMENT, as they cafu- 
ally offer’d themfelves : To which is ad- 
ded, aTreatife upon the Cymbals of the 
Antients. Printed at Roterdam, for Jo. 
Hofhout: And fold at London by Mr. 
Prevoft, Mr. Clarke and Mr. Hett. In 


Svo, page. 378, 
Is is ohe of our own Authors, referr’d 
| to in a late * Journal, that have been 


* See the Rep. of Letters for April Jaf, p. 246. 
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fometime famous abroad, when but very little 
known at home, or but fcarce heard of here ; 
and that have even been celebrated in fome 
of the foreign Journals, though neglected in 
our own. A very grofs, and (Chad it not 
been an involuntary one) an unpardonable ne- 
gleét and omiffion ; which ’tis therefore high 
time to correct and amend. 

The learned and judicious Author (as we are 
now certainly informed) is Mr. E/iis, a Mem- 
ber of the honourable Houfe of Commous ; who 
wrote it folely for his own ufe and entertain- 
ment, without the leaft view or thought of 
making it publick ; defigning thereby only to 
employ that part and portion of what leifure 
time he had from more preffing and urgent 
affairs €which moft other Gentlemen of his rank 
and fortune, only either lofe, or abufe) in fuch 
ftudies as he thought moft ufeful and impor- 
tant, as well as entertaining and agreeable to 
himfelf. This is what we learn from a beauti- 
ful paffage in Cicero, prefix’d to this Treatife. 
Quis mibi jure fuccenfeat, fi quantum ceteris ad res 
fuas obeundas, quantum ad feftos dies ludorum cele- 
brandos, quantum ad alias voluptates conceditur tem 
porum, quantum alit tribuunt tempeftivis confiliis : 
quantum denique ale, quantum pile ; tantum mibe 
egomet ad hac ftudia vecolenda fumpfero. M.T.C. 
pro Archia. | 

He never once imagined (as we are further 
informed by the Editor in his Preface) that 
thofe fruits of his vacant hours, thofe fearches 
and enquiries he only fortuitoufly as it were had 
made, in the courfe of his more cafual read- 
ings and occafional ftudies; and this folely for 
his own fatisfa€tion and information ; that thofe 
his Nuge Literari@, learned Trifles, as he 
4 terms 
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terms them, could ever be of the leaft ufe or 
fervice to the learned world. 

But his Friends Cit feems) were of a very 
different opinion ; and, with no {mall difficulty, 
at laft prevail’d upon him to truft in one of their 
hands a few. of the learned, very curious and 
critical Notes and Illuftrations, he had wrote 
on the holy Scriptures. 

This Gentleman has here felected twenty four 
of thofe, out of a far greater number, of which 
he remains the Depofitary, which compofe the 
firft part of this Volume ; which he here pub- 
lithes only as a {fpecimen to try the tafte of the 
learned world, and thereby to decide and deter- 
mine the fate of the many more that ftill re- 
main unpublifh’d. 

Thefe Notes and Enquiries fhow a prodigi- 
ous reading, and emerie ftudy in all the moft 
curious and abftrufe parts of Learning ; and 
are very ufeful and proper to fhow, how necef- 
fary and important the ftudy of Antiquity, and 
the learned Languages (and more efpecially the 
oriental ones) are, to a true knowledge and un- 
derftanding of the holy Scriptures. 

As it is not poffible tor us to treat of all thofe 
Obfervations, we fhall confine ourfelves here to 
two or three only, as a Specimen of the reft : 
After which we fhall juft mention the titles of 
fuch others as are left, and that appear to us the 
moft remarkable and important. 


We fhall begin with the feventh Note, or Ob- 
fervation ; which is not, as moft of the others 
are, a mere grammatical Criticifm and Expofi- 
tion of the text. But, from the reproach which 
Jefus Chrift makes the Jews, Mark vii. ver. 9. 
of making void the Commands of God, by the Tra- 
x 2 ditions 
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224. The Prefent State of Art. 34. 
ditions of their Elders ; the Author takes occa 
fion of difcourfing at length of a famous book 
among the Jews called the Mi/uab, of the Tra- 
ditions it contains, and the great ufe and advan- 
tage Chriftians may reap by ftudying it, for the 
better underftanding the books of the New Te- 
ftament. 

He begins by telling us, That it was prin- 
cipally by the affiftance of this book, that the 
great Selden and Ainfworth, Lightfoot and Po- 
cock, his learned Countrymen, firft ftrack up 
fo much new light into the facred writings ; 
many remarkable paffages of which were either 
greatly perverted and miftaken, or their true 
fenfe and meaning wholly buried and loft, by 
the ignorance of all former Commentators, till 
thofe eminently great and learned Men, the 
bright Luminaries and moft illuftrious Orna- 
ments of their age and country, firft refcued 
them from their falfe glofles, and reftor’d them 
to their true and genuine interpretations ; and 
this chiefly by the light they derived from 
thence. They very happily made ufe of this 
ancient work, not only to explain the more pe- 
culiar phrafes and idioms of the New Zefa- 
ment, but alfo to clear up and difcover the man- 
ners and cuftoms, the laws and ceremonies there 
perpetually alluded to; the knowledge of which 
is abfolutely neceffary to a true underftanding 
of the infpired Writings. 

We generally very much commend thofe Au- 
thors, who have applied themfelves to the ftudy 
of the Greek and Roman Antiquities ; and very 
juftly too, becaufe of the great light and affi- 
ftance we draw from thence, for the more per- 
fect underftanding of the writings of thofe two 


great and learned Nations: Yet all this is but 
| {malt 
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fmall and trivial, when compared with what 
the ancient Books and Monuments of the Jews 
furnifhes us with: All there is momentous and 
important, as well as luminous and inftructive ; 
and *twere in vain to feek any where elfe for 
the origin of moft of the forms and ceremonies, 
the rites and cuftoms that have long prevail’d 
and obtain’d, not only in the Jewifh Syna- 
gogue, but even in the Chriftian Church : Since 
nothing is more certain than that the Apoftles, 
{tri€tly attach’d by the prejudices of their birth 
and education to the laws and cuftoms of the 
Synagogue, departed as little from them as ’twas 
pomne during the whole courfe of their Mi- 
niftry. 

The moft learned of the Jewifh Radbi’s af- 
firm, that this Collection of their Laws and 
Cuftoms was made in the reign of the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius ; and even thofe who reject this 
Epocha, don’t remove it above fifty or fixty 
years later. 

’T'were eafy to produce a vaft number of rea- 
fons, why this people, fo exceffively and fuper- 
{titioufly jealous of their Laws and Cuftoms, 
fhould then colleét them all into one great bo- 
dy and fyftem. The Jews, now {catter’d and 
difpers’d over the face of the whole Earth; 
without Worfhip, Prieft, or Temple ; yet moft 
firmly perfuaded (as they are ftill) of a future 
reftoration, could not then fail, and would not 
neglect making a Collection of all their Laws 
and Traditions ; that none of them might be 
Joft, but all found perfect and entire, againft 
the time they hoped again to be reftor’d to their 
ancient polity and {plendor. 

This book, compofed only for the ufe of the 
Jews, and wrote in a language f{carce under- 
X 3 {tood 
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ftood by any but thofe of their own coun- 
try, was therefore probably wrote with the 
greateft truth and fincerity, and without 
the leaft view or regard of what either the 
Chriftians or Pagans fhould think of it. Alas! 
who indeed can fufpect of any the leaft art or 
fraud, a work compofed only of Cuftoms and 
‘Traditions, that were for the moft part con- 
temn’d and defpifed by all other nations, and 
which are often exprefs’d herein, in the ver 

fame language and terms which Fe/us Chrift 
makes ufe of, to expofe their grofs abfurdity and 
impiety ? 

All that feene of fuperftition and hypocrify, 
villany and impiety, with which our Saviour fo 
often charges and reproaches the Phari/ees, we 
find in every particular vouch’d and authorized 
by this book : Whence we muft neceffarily con- 
clude, that all the fuperftitions and abfurdities 
of the Za/mud were in their full force and vigor 
jn the days of our Saviour ; though they might 
not perhaps be reduced into a fyftem, or col- 
le€ted together into a body of written laws, till 
after the deftruction of Ferufalem. For, no- 
thing can be fo abfurd as to imagine, as fome 
learned men have done, that the Jewifh Rab- 
bi’s fhould have taken from our books, what we 
find in theirs. The very manner in which their 
Traditions are there treated, is a full proof and 
demonftration to the contrary ; and if they had 
not been blinded by the moft violent and anci- 
ent prejudices, the books of the Chriftian Ca- 
non, had been infinitely more proper, to have 
made them reject and abhor thofe Decifions and 
Traditions of their Elders, with which they 
are there fo feverely and perpetually reproach’d, 
than embrace and adopt them. 

| | And 





Art. 34. the Republick of Letters’ 329 


And is it poffible, indeed, not to abhor and 
deteft the abominable and cruel means thofe 
their Rabbi’s and Dottors had found out, of 
fuffering their Parents to perifh without the leaft 
help or affiftance, by fimply wifhing that the 
gift they then made to God, might prove ufe- 
ful and profitable to them; after one has read 
that barbarous form and cuftom, as it is rela- 
ted in the Gofpel of St. Mark, Ch. vii. ver. 11. 
where our Saviour expofes its abfurdity and im- 
piety, by confronting it with the fitth Com- 
mandment in the Decalogue: Yet this cuftom 
of theirs is related and propofed, nay even re- 
commended and applauded in the book we now 
treat of. Nay, this madnefs is even carried 
further ; fince *tis there exprefsly determined, 
that this kind of Vow don’t oblige fo much, as 
even to make any gifts or facrifice to the Deity 
on this occafion, but only not to affift their Pa- 
rents in their moft prefling neceffities. 


Our Author, ftill following the fame thread 
of reafoning, further obferves, That what Fe/us 
Chrift has faid of tythes, wafhing of hands, pu- 
rification of veffels, and divorces, has not hin- 
der’d or prevented the Jews from treating thofe 
fubjeéts Cand feveral others too, yet more ab- 
{urd ) in a very folemn and ferious manner, in 
their AfZi/na: And concludes from thence, that 
the reproaches which our Saviour fo often pro- 
nounc’d againft them, are founded upon the real 
and genuine laws and decifions, which the Pha- 
vifees had the boldnefs and impiety to decree 
and enact, and their difciples the ftupidity to 
follow and obferve with the greateft and moft 
profound fubmiffion and refpect ; fince we find 
it afferted in the Mi/ina, That the authority of 
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the Elders is fuperior even to that of the Pro- 
phets. 

we fhall only here give one example of 
thofe aecifions of their Doctors, and the pra- 
étices confequent thereupon ; from which, as a 
fpecimen, *cwill be eafy to judge of the reft. 
Rabbi Hel, head of a very numerous fect, 
(which is ftill tolerated among all the Jews) 
maintained, That one might divorce and put 
away his wife for a {mall fault in Cookery ; as 
the having feafon’d the viétuals too high, or roft- 
ed them too much ; or even for not being fo 
great a beauty as another. He might as well 
have faid, that *twas lawful to do it for no rea- 
fon at all. We learn hereby, with how much 
juftice ’cwas that our Saviour had accufed them 
of making void the Commandment of God by 
their Traditions. 


After this differtation upon the antiquity and 
authority of the Traditions contained in the 
Mifna ; our Author proceeds to fhew, that we 
find in this book an eafy, and natural ex- 
plication of an infinite number of things, which 
are obfcure in ours. The peculiar phrafeology 
and idioms, the parables, all the metaphorical 
expreffions, figures and allufions, may all very 
happily be hereby clear’d up and illuftrated. 'To 

ive an example hereof. St. ‘fob the Baprtift 
aa acknowledges, {peaking of our Saviour, 


that he was not worthy to untye the latchet of 


bis fooe ; ¢.e, changing the language of that 
age into that of a more modern dialect, to e- 
come bis flave. But how do we know this to 
be the true fenfe of the place ? Only from the 
Mifia, anfwers our Author. For there we learn 
that there were three feveral ways of lofing the 
liberty 
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liberty of our perfons; The firft was by re- 
ceiving money, as a price for it ; argeuto. The 
fecond was, by figning an act and deed in wri- 
ting ; fcriptura. The third and laft was, 
by performing the office of a flave; pof- 
feffione. Now the Rabdi’s tell us, the poffeffion 
was always acknowledged, as foon as ever the 
perfon contracted with had either ty’d or uaty’d 
his mafter’s /Voe. | 

The very words with which our Saviour be- 
gins his divine form of prayer, was a phrafe and 
expreffion in common ufe among them ; and each 
petition may be found fome where or other in 
their Liturgy. ‘That particularly relating to the 
coming of the kingdom of God, was never omite 
ted in any either of their private or publick 
forms : Whence that maxim of their Rabdi’s, 
* That prayer, in which there is uo mention made 
of the coming of the kingdom of God, is to be 
efteem’d no prayer. What is properly meant by 
the Angel of the Churches in the New Teftament 
writings, we can only learn from their writings. 


The Author goes further, and fhews, that we find 
proofs and authorities in the Mz/ua for moft of the 
original rites and much of the difcipline of theChri-» 
ftian Church ; which we fhould fearch for in vain 
any where elfe. He particularly inftances in 
the Sacrament of Baptifm ; and that what we 
read in the Mi/za, and the Commentators up- 
on it, relating to the baptifm of young profe- 
lytes, he fhews is the beft and much the ftrongeft 
proof, that has yet been brought to juftify In- 
fant-baptifm ; concerning which, nothing pofi- 


* Oratio illa, ubi nulla facta eft regni Dei mentio, pro orc< 
tione non habenda. P. 64. 
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tive is determin’d in any of our received books 
of the New Teftament ; and that moft proba- 
bly for this reafon, Becaufe it was a thing { 
well known, and a practice fo publickly and 
univerfally received among the Jews, that it 
might feem fuperfluous. And that this was fo 
common and familiar a practice among them, 
the baptifm of ‘John Cto whom none then ob- 


jected the novelty of the rite) is an evident 


proof and demonftration ; who received all that 
came over from the religion of Mo/es to that of 
the Meffias, and baptized them as profelytes. 
This feems to give the beft account of the fi- 
lence of our books in this particular. As pro- 
felytes of both fexes and all ages were admit- 
ted to baptifm in the Jewifh Church, Infant- 
baptifm is hereby confirm’d, becaufe not prohi- 
bited in the New Zeffament ; fince *twas ufual 
among the Jews, from whom this Ceremony 
was taken, to baptize the children together with 
the parents of fuch as were profelytes: Tho’ 
the children born to parents after they became 
profelytes, never were baptized ; fince that rite 
among the Jews only fignified, that from being 
Aliens and Foreigners, they were now admit- 
ted to all the privileges of J/raelites, upon con- 
dition of leaving their idolatries, and worfhip- 
ping the true God : There was no occafion there- 
fore to repeat baptifm to their children, who in 
right of their parents were already efteem’d as 
Ifraclites. 

The Author concludes this learned differta- 
tion, with cautioning the Reader, as if he 
thought the knowledge of the Afifua and Tal- 
sud requifite to underftand the Truths abfo- 
lutely neceffary to Salvation, contained in the 
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facred Writings: All thofe, he doubts not, may 
be very well underftood, without their af- 
fiftance. But as there’s nothing trivial or in- 
confiderable in the Books which compofe the 
Jewifh and Chriftian Canon, nothing therein 
contained, but what very well deferves our par- 
ticular ftudy and attention; he don’t fee how 
any, that admit the truth of the Revelation, 
can neglect the ftudy of the Hebrew Antiqui- 
ties, (were they to reap no other advantage 
from it, befides that of making the ftile of the 
holy Scriptures more clear and familiar to 
them) without an unpardonable negligence. 
Twas upon this account, adds he, that St. Zerom 
took a learned Jew at laft for his mafter ; and 
that Origen, even after he was grown old, was 
not afham’d to begin to learn the firft Elements 
of the Hebrew language. 

In the laft paragraph of all, he gives us a 
rule by which we may fafely judge of the prefe- 
rence we ought to make of the Jewifh Authors, 
when compared one with another; viz. That we 
are to prefer the Afi/ua to the Gemara ; and this 
laft again, far before the authority and teftimo- 
nies of any the more modern Rabdi’s, fuch as 
Maimonides, Salomon Farchi, Bartenora, &c. 
Tho*nothing has been more common than the 
contrary practice, among all our great dealers 
in the Jewifh learning ; with whom nothing is 
fo ufual, as to produce the teftimony of 
fome modern Rabbi, as of equal weight and 
authority with that of a Doétor of the Mi/na ; 
upon a ee forfooth, that the modern Jews 
being fuch tenacious adherers, and obftinate 
defenders of the Doétrines and Traditions of 
their Anceftors, have never varied from any of 
their Doétrines or Cuftoms. But how fallaci- 
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ous this way of reafoning is, may be eafily con- 
ceived from the parallel inftance of the prefent 
Church of Rome; who make the fame boafts 
and claims with reference to their ftri& adhe- 
rence to the ancient Traditions of the firft and 
earlieft ages of the Chriftian Church. 

As to the objection that has fometime been 
brought againft the ufe and authority of the 
Mifna, from thofé Traditions which Ferom men- 
tions, and which differ fo widely from thofe 
we now find in the Mé/ia ; Cand yet he receiv’d 
his from the learned Jew, who taught him the 
Hebrew language ;) and that other objection 
which has likewife been urged from the Jewifh 
Hiftorian ‘fofephus’s great and frequent varia- 
tions from the fame Doétors ; the Author feems 
to think it no very difficult task fully to obviate 
both thefe difficulties, and promifes to do it in 
another Treatife; where he intends alfo to 
confider what the learned Voffius, and what 
another Author, (far fuperior to Voffus, 
both for judgment, and his knowledge in the 
Jewith learning) the famous Morinus, have ade 
vanced upon this occafion, 


A fecond inftance we fhall here give of our 
Author’s Criticifm, fhall be his new, very learn- 
ed and ingenious, as well as judicious Interpre- 
tation of that famous, but extreme perplex’d 
and obfcure text of St. Pau/, in his firft Epiftle 
to the Corinthians, Ch. xv. ver. 29. ; where, to 
confound thofe who denied the refurrection of 
the dead, the Apoftle argues thus, What hall 
shey then do, who are baptized for the dead, if 
the dead rife not at all ; why are they then baptized 
for the dead © | 


This 
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This is that celebrated paflage, which all In- © 


terpreters have unanimoufly agreed to be the 
moft cbfcure of any that occurs either in St. 
Paul’s writings, or in any other book belong- 
ing either to the Jewifh or Chriftian Canon ; 
and many of them have affirm’d it not only to 
be extreme hard and difficult, but even impof- 
fible to be underftood. And indeed it has been 
attempted hitherto in vain, by the greateft Cri- 
ticks of all ages and countries : yet this our Author 
undertakes here to fet in fo full and clear a 
light, as to leave no doubt, or any the leaft 
obfcurity, as to its original and genuine fenfe 
and méaning. Upon which occafion it is that 
he borrows (extreme 4 propos) the words of a 
great Author : Et fane alius vive extat locus, ad 
quens penetrandum plus Ingenizt ac Eruditionis, 
fummi contulere Virz. In quo tamen tanto forfan 
opus molimine, non fuit. 

The verfion our Author makes of the 
Greek text of the Apoftle, and the ftops he 
adds to the feveral members of the period, aré 
placed as follows. The original text runs thus : 
Ere 7 moncuny of BarfiCoulor vmip av vexpav 4 
odws vexest ox efelen) 3 77 % bamilov) “arte wiv vie 
xeav, Praterea, quid illi profecerint, qui bapti- 
zantur in locum mortuorum ¢ §% mortui plane nom 
refurgunt, guorfum in locum mortuorum baptizan~ 
tur ¢ This tranflation he confirms, by a ve- 
ry nice and critical Enquiry into the force 
and meaning of every word in the text : He 
then gives us the feveral opinions of the Anci- 
ents on this famous paffage, and of the medt ce- 
Jebrated among the Moderns ; and-fhowe’ how 
all of them have miftook its meaning. 


To 
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To be baptized in the place of the dead, ume 
- qwv vexpov, is not Che fays) to be baptized in 
the view and defign that the benefits and ad- 
vantages of baptifm fhould be imputed to the 
dead perfon: This error is much more modern ; 
and it is fo far from being fuppofed in the text, 
that on the contrary, it fuppofes it, as being 
founded only on its abufe and falfe interpreta- 
tion. But, it is to be baptized in the view of 
filling up the Place and Employment another 
held in the Church, and which was left vacant 
by his death. So that according to our Aus 
thor, the whole reafoning of St. Paz} amounts 
only to asking this queftion : ‘* Why is the ufe 
“ of Baptifm continued among us? If the dead 
“¢ rife not again, for what ufe is this perpetual 
s¢ and uninterrupted Succeffion of baptized per- 
“© fons ? Why do we {till fi// up the place of 
“¢ the dead by others, who muft die them/elves ¢ 
© Who were then thofe dead, in whofe room 
“¢ and place others are here faid to be baptized? 
“© He does not hereby mean al the dead, but 
“© only fuch of the faithful of the Church of 
“© Corinth, as had exchang’d this life tor a bets 
*° ter; guos maxseiovs Vulgo Vocantus. 

The Apoftle feems to allude here, according 
to our Author, to a certain military difcipline, 
in ufe among the Ancients ; where, in the place 
of the dead, others were ftill fubftituted, to 
prevent the total lofs and deftru€tion of the 
whole Army. Nothing could poflibly be more 
congruous, or better fuit the ftate and circum- 
{tances of the Chriftian militant Church. There 
is a paflage in Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus, exa€tly 
parallel to this, and which wonderfully illu- 
{trates it. It is in Book viii. 87. Od7s av 
egy lus 
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deriv meggraCoy tes, vate Tey damSuyoy Tey cy Td ress 
avncras marsuw spanot niowy trepous xaraledoens 
sve To ENETeS dyawanged Tor Adzev. Inito Magi- 
ftratu Confules petéerunt, ut in eorum Militum lo- 
jum, qui in bello contra Antiates ceciderant, ali¢ 
coufcriberentur, quo quod deerat cobortibus, {upple- 
retur. ‘The two phrafes here are exactly paral- 
lel: és ParteCouWor vatp sev vexgov, of the Apo- 
{tle Paul, is the very fame as é wzwJleggivas 
sand) wtp Tov amSwavrwy in Dionyfius. Be-~ 
fides, nothing is more frequent among all the 
Greek Authors, than ufing the prepofition uép 
in this fenfe ; indeed, much frequenter than 
moft Criticks or Gommentators are aware of. 
Befides this fo decifive and exprefs paflage of 
our Greek hiftorian ; what elfe, pray, can be 
the true meaning of the following lines in 
Homer £¢ 


we - == goile Wiceny sxgripllw 
pigee vap Aavawy, Il. a, 444. 


Utque Phebe facram Hecatomben facerem pro Da- 
nais: ¥oco Danaorum ; in the place and ftead as 
’rwere of the Danaids, or in their name. This 
fure is the firft notion that occurs hereof, and 
the moft plain and obvious meaning of the 
paffage. | 

We find this prepofition again ufed in the 
fame fenfe by Demofthenes, or whoever it was 
that ptefix’d the title to his famous Speech for 
the Megalopolitans, AnuodSlwovs 6 veh may Mejza~ 
Aommarnyl Aoy@. 

To give alfo other Examples from the facred 
writers ; we find our Apoftle again ufing this 
particle in the fame fenfe in 2 Cor. v. ap 
yeisoe douida. He {peaks here in the pean: 
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436 The Prefent State of Art. 32; 
of a Legate, or Ambaflador. And again, in 
his Epiftle to Philemon : iva ap oot Saxovii mor. 
The Author fays, he’s almoft afhamed to 
multiply teftimonies in fo plain and clear 
a cafe; and refers us, if we want further 
fatisfa€tion on this head, to Grotius de Satisfadt. 
He only adds the following paflage from Ewri« 
pides : Mn Svitx’ vatp 7 SM avdrisy oud fo wes ov. 
Ne moriaris pro hoc viro, meque ego prote. Eus- 
rip. Alcedt. 

We may hence fee, how eafy and natural, 
and how fuitable to the peculiar junéture and 
fituation of affairs at the time the Apoftle wrote, 
this his manner of {peaking is. Efpecially if 
we confider another cuftom, that early and uni-« 
verfally prevailed in the Chriftian Church in the 
days of the Apoftles ; that of admitting great 
numbers at once into the Church by Baptifm, 
at ftated and folemn times, as Pentecof? and 
Eafter. And very probably, in proportion to 
the magnitude of this City of Corinth, there 
might be a great number of Catechumens. Wheri 
many of thofe therefore were thus receiv’d or 
baptized, nothing could be more proper than to 
fay of them, that they were vap wiv vexev Bartta 
Couévor, baptized in the place and room of the 
dead : Efpecially in the infancy of the Church 
of Corinth; where, perhaps, there was not as 
yet the hundredth part that madeéa publick pro- 
feffion of Chriftianity, much lefs had received 
Baptifm ; and where many (as we read in the 
11th chapter of this Epiftle)) had been taken 
off by fudden death, fome by peftilence, for an 


example and terror to others ; others by other 


diftempers. Let us fuppofe a Church under 
perfecution ; its Paftors killed, thrown into 
tonds, or driven into banifhment ; and that this 
Church 
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Church had fet over it feveral Officers or Paftors, 
to minifter in holy things, who were thus taken 
off : Might it not then very properly be faid of 
fuch as were appointed to fucceed them, is 7iv 
awodavayoyrwy Dos; rap tov eulovrmy jeregtwodiv rug, 
hoc eft, 2 Jocum eorum qui de medio tolluntur, 
exulant, &c. quod vocant Ordinatos dixer't ali- 
quis ? That they were ordain’d or /ubjiituted in 
the place of the deceafed. This is exactly what 
the Apoftle means here, Why are they baptized 


for the dead? “* If the dead rife not again, what 


“¢ profit or advantage can be reap’d hence? 
“} if we are not certain of the Refurre- 
“¢ tion, who would be fo mad as to venture 
“© or daily run the rifque of fuffering death, 
“¢ for only openly teftifying and publifhing to 
‘© the world, his firm belief and perfuafion 
“ thereof ?” 

The whole of our Author’s new Interpretas 
tion of this fo celebrated and much controverted 
paffage,. therefore, amounts in fhort to this: 
<¢ Why do we thus continually repeat Baptifm, 
“¢ and appoint others immediately and con- 
“° ftantly to fucceed in the room and place of 
© the deceafed ; and thereby in vain expofe 
“ both ourfelves and others to all poffible ha- 
“¢ zards and dangers, by baptizing fo many in 
€¢ the Name of Chrift, or initiating them in 
* the Chriftian Religion, without any the leaft 


“¢ view of reward or advantage ; if we are not 
“ fure of a future Refurreétion 2? This is the 
cc 


perfection of madnels.” 


To this fenfe, what immediately follows in 
ver. 30. exactly agrees, and confequently ftrong- 
Jy confirms it: And why are we in danger every 
hour ? vt ag seis? We mult obferve that zs 
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Bazi Conde ous, YG LAU S, are here by our Apoftle 
oppofed to one another. “* What advantage is 
** it, fays the Apoftle, to thofe who are adopt- 
“* ed and received by Baptifm, to fupply the 
“* place of the dead, in the Church? Why do 
“© we, who were formerly fo received and ini- 
© tiated, perfevere in the profeffion of this Re- 
*¢ ligion ? Why do the young Catechumens con- 
“* tinue and go on to give up their names there 
“¢ to in Baptifm ? Why fhould we Veterans ex- 
** pofe ourfelves hereby to fo many unneceflary 
“° dangers, and bitter fufferings ?” 


nr 


o 


Tt muft be own’d at Jeaft, that the fenfe 
the Author gives us of this fo much contro- 
verted text, is extreme eafy and fimple, and 
no lefs congruous to the defign and fcope of 
the Apoftle’s reafoning in this place, than to 
the natural fenfe and meaning of the words, as 
they ftand in the original text, that are all here 
render’d in their moft common and ufual figni- 
fication ; which is one great prefumption and 
prejudice in favour of this new Interpretation. 
Here is nothing anticipated ; no precarious hy- 
pothefis, nor uncertain or fictitious rite of anti- 
quity invented for the purpofe; nothing of 
doubtful or uncertain tradition ; no forced or 
far-fetch’d reafonings, nor ill-founded or fan- 
ciful conjeéture. And were one to fhow ftill 
further, its fuperiority and preference above any 
other yet advane’d ; he need only compare it 
with the many other ftrange and far-fetch’d ex- 
pofitions of this text, as given us whether by 
the Ancients, the Commentators of the middle 
Ages, or the moft celebrated of the Moderns ; 
as our learned Author here goes on to do. But 
as this is a matter of as much labour and indu- 

ftry, 
x 









































ny 
> it 
eX= 


idle 
ns 5 
But 


idu- 


Art. 34. the Republick of Letters. 33) 
ftry, as learning or judgment; we fhall refer the 
Reader for this, to the original Work. 


The Treatife of Cymbals, added at the end, 
is only a much larger critical Differtation than 
the reft, upon a verfe of the Apoftle Pau, in 
his Epiftle to the Corzuthians ; divided into 
chapters: Not to clear up the Apoftle’s mean- 
ing in that verfe, (which has no obfcurity at 
all in it) but to explain what that Inftrument 
is, he there mentions. ‘The Author takes parti- 
cular care to inform us, that he had not feen 
nor heard of Mr. Lamp’s Treatife De Cymbalis 
Veterum, when he compofed his ; and that it 
he had, perhaps it had prevented his writing it. 
But as he had not, neither does he now repent 
his having wrote upon the fame fubject. 

The firft eight Chapters of this Treatife are 
taken up with the defcription of this Inftru- 
ment. It was generally made of two hollow 
bafins, made both of brafs ; from which the 
Ancients produced different founds. Hiftory, 
phyfick, anatomy, architecture and aftrology, 
all here concur equally to demonftrate this fact ; 
as may be feen by the numerous teftimonies col- 
Jected under each of thefe heads, in the Trea- 
tife itfelf. 

He then proceeds to fhew us, on what occa- 
fions it was principally ufed. It was chiefly 
employ’d in their facred and religious Worthip, 
that of their gods and goddeffes. Cylele, Bac- 
chus, Ceres and IJfis efpecially, were apprehend 
ed to take a more particular pleafure, and be 
highly delighted with this kind of Mufick, and 
to fhow’r down their favours on fuch as procur’d 
it them, as the Pagans imagin’d. 
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Yet this frequent ufe of it did not render it 
a facred Inftrument ; fince we find it alfo of- 
ten employ’d in profane affemblies, at their 
feafts and dances, and other publick occafions 
of mirth and rejoicings. 


The manner of ufing, or playing upon this 
Inftrument, is the next Article our Author 
treats of. This confifted in hitting, or ftriking 
very artfully thefe two bafins one againft ano- 
ther: And which fort of exercife required un- 
doubtedly a great deal of skill, long practice, 
and agility. For, the found of this Inftrument 
could not be varied, nor produce an agreeable 
harmony, but by varying with great art and 
addrefs the ftriking of thofe two hollow veflels 
one againft another: Nor could the Mufician 
be liften’d to with pleafure, but by performing 
it with great art and judgment. ‘Thefe are the 
principal heads and particulars contained in this 
Treatife. 

The Cymbals of the Ancients feem to have 
been much fuch another fort of Inftrument as 
our Caftagnets (which are ftill in ufe among 
the country-people, efpecially in their morrice- 
dances) at prefent are; with this only diffe- 
rence, that the latter are {maller, and made of 
wood ; whereas the former were larger, and 
made of brafs. 

Such as love learned and critical Enquiries, 
-muft read this Treatife with abundance of plea- 
fure ; tho’ they may perhaps differ in their opi- 
nion, in fome particnlars, from that of the learn- 
ed Author. 


Not having room to proceed further at pre- 
fent, with a more full and particular Account 


of 
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of the other Difcourfes contain’d in this learned 
and curious Treatife ; we fhall, before we con- 
clude this Article, juft point out to the Reader 
the fubjects of thote left behind, that feem to 
us the moft remarkable and important: Viz. 
That upon the Sect of the Herodians, in p. 31. 
That upon the altars, which the Pagaus de- 
dicated to the unknown God, p. 85. That up- 
on the notions which the learned Pagaits had 
of their Idols and Idol-worfhip, p. 108. That 
of the Divinity of Chrift, p. 178. againft the 
Socinians. Nor can one read what this Author 
has faid on the nature and properties of true 
Prayer in general, again{ft the common practice 
both of F ws and Pagais ; on occafion of what 
our Saviour cautions his difciples againft, in 
Matth. vi. ver. 7. in the practice of this duty, 
p. 1. here; and the very pat and beautiful ex- 
ample he illuftrates it with, taken from Plato’s 
Alcibiades, in the inftance of the praé€tice of 
the Lacedemonians, compared with that of the 
Athenians in this particular, and the judgment 
the Oracle pronounc’d in favour of the former, 
without the jufteft efteem and admiration: Nor 
yet that other difcourfe of his, p. 5. where 
to illuftrate and recommend that divine form of 
Prayer in particular, which our Saviour taught 
his difciples in the fixth chapter of St. Afat- 
thew, he fhews, from the fame dialogue of Plato, 
before mentioned, how much the wifeft Philo- 
fopher among the Ancients, Socrates, was fenfi- 
ble of the want of fuch a form of Prayer, where- 
in all is contain’d that is lawful for us to ask of 
the Deity ; how paffionately he wifh’d for it, 
and what a high value he had fet upon it: 
Nay, how he even feems to foretel, or pro- 
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phefy as it were, that fome time or other the 
divine Philanthropy and Goodnefs would com- 
municate fuch a one to Men, by a Man like 
themfelves, as is here given us by our Savi- 
our, &c. From all which, he not only excel- 
jently illuftrates this paflage of St. Matthew, but 
alfo another of Solouon’s on the fame fubjeét, in 
the 5th chapter of Ecc/lefiaftes ; and thoroughly 
expofes the ignorant and fuperftitious practices 
both of the Fews and Pagans, in thinking to 
be heard more favourably, or to recommend 


themfe!ves to the Deity more effectually, either 
by the length or number of their Prayers. 
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ARTICLE XXXV. 


De Nova Hiprocratis Editione ador- 
nanda Commentatio, qua animum ape- 
rit, atque fimul ad Symbolas conferen- 
das eruditos invitat DANIEL WILHEL- 
MUS TRILLERUS, Phil. & Med. D. 
Qui & Speciminis loco, Libellum de 
Anatome recenfuit, emendavit, & Com- 
mentario Medico-critico perpetuo illus 
ftravit. 

That 1s, 


APLAN for a new Edition of all the 
Works of HIPPOCRATES ; together with 
a Spe- 





—_ — ae 





a Specimen of this new Edition in his 
Treatife of Anatomy : Revifed and cor- 
rected from the ancient MSS, and beff 
Editions ; and illuftrated with a perpe- 
tual Phyfico-critical Commentary, by Dr. 
DANIEL WILLIAM TRILLER. Ley- 
den, page. 27. In 4to. 


N order to fhew the want of fuch an Edi- 
tion as is here propofed, the Author ob- 
ferves in the firft place, That we have hitherto 
no Edition of Hippocrates, but what make large 
Volumes in Folio ; which are very inconvenient 
to ufe. He does not fpeak here, he fays, of 
the firft Editions that were printed by A/dus and 
Frobenius, which are of a f{maller fize ; becaufe 
as thefe are imperfect and very incorrect, and 
befides without Notes and any Latin Verfion, 
they are better known to the Grammarians than 
the Phyficians. He only means thofe that have 
appear’d with a Tranflation and Commentaries ; 
as that of Mercurialis, the two Editions of Fe- 
fius, and that of Charterius. It is true, befides 
thefe, there is one in 8vo publifh’d by Linda- 
nus, which has no other merit befides that of 
being of a more portable fize ; for elfe “tis the 
very worft of all, tho’ the moft generally ufed. 
All thefe Editions being equally inconvenient ; 
the former by the largenefs of the Volume, the 
other by the barrennefs of the Notes, and {mall- 
nefs of the Character. 


Dr. Zriller therefore, to remedy thefe incon- 
veniencies, has undertaken to give us a new E- 
dition of Hippocrates in 4to, upon the model of 
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Diogenes Laertius, publifhed by Mr. Menage. 
All Hippocrates’s own Works will be contain’d 
in two Volumes: But there will be added a 
third, which will confift of Fefins’s Oeconomia 
Hippocratica ; adapted to the pages of this new 
Edition, and correcied and augmented by the 
Editor. 

To this Edition will be premifed, proper Pro- 
legomena relating to the family, life, character 
ps 7 of Hippocrates. The hiftory of his 
I te will principall: be taken trom Mr. Dacier’s 
account knoe which he prefix’d to a French 
tranflation he made of fome of his Traéts : But 
this will be here augmented, and his omiffions 
fupplied ; and all the original Authors, whence 
each particular is taken, referr’d to in their pro- 
per places. 

Several Traéts commonly afcribed to him, 
and of which too we have only the Verfions re- 
maining, will be here rejeéted as fpurious ; we 
being now certain they were neither wrote by 
him, nor any of his difciples. The divifions of 
Lindanus will be preferved, becaufe of their 
convenience. 

This is what may be fufficient to give an idea 
of the Author’s defign, and the ufe of fuch a 
performance : Towards the algae, of which, 
and putting it in execution, he hopes the learn- 
ed (Cefpecially thofe of his own profeffion) will 
give him all the help and affitiance they can. 

At the end is added an Effay of the Text cor- 
rected ; with a new Tranflation and Commentary 
of Hippocrates’s Book of Anatomy; which is 
here inferted entire, as a Specimen of the ins 
tended Edition of the whole. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


SUITE de la GRAMMAIRE Francoife, fur 
une Plan nouveau, ou Traitté philofo- 
phique & pratique d’ Eloquence; cone 
tenant des Examples de chaque fort de 
piece d’Eloquence, fuivis de Reflexions 
critiques ; avec une Notice des Auteurs 
les plus renommez quienont traitté par 


le Pere BuFFIER, D. L. C.D. F. 
That 1s, 


ee 8 et ye - 


A PHILOSOPHICAL and praéiical Treatife 
of ELOQUENCE ; containing Examples 
of all the different Rules thereof, with 
critical Remarks : Together with a Cha- 
racer of the moft celebrated Authors who 
have wrote on this SubjeG. Being a fe- 
cond Part of the French Grammar, &c. 
By F. BuFFIER. Paris. 1729. pagg. 207 
in 12°, 
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HE firft part of this Treatife has been uni- 
verfally allow’d, not only the beft French 


Grammar yet extant ; but alfo to have explain’d Ri 
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the reafon and philofophy of all Speech in ge- 
neral, (a fad and fundamental defect and omif- 
fion in moft works of this nature, and attended 
with the moft fatal effeéts in the whole courfe of 
education) far beyond any book hitherto wrote 
upon this fubject. This is at leaft a great pre- 
fumption in favour of the prefent performance ; 
which is properly only a Continuation of his 
firft Defign ; and therefore he entitles it, Suite 
de la Grammaire Francois, &c. As indeed, all 
true Eloquence muft ftill prefuppofe a rational 
Grammar for its natural bafis and foundation. 


F. Bufficr obferves, That even the Authors 
who have treated this argument, have had but 
very rarely any juft or true idea of Eloquence : 
And to prevent therefore all ambiguity or mi- 
{take herein, he begins with giving us the fol- 
lowing definition of it; v7z%. That it is the Za- 
Jent of making, by the means of Speech, fuch a 
fenfibie impreffion upon the fouls and minds of men, 
as we propofe. He calls it a feufible impreffion, 
the better to diftinguifh it from that merely ideal 
or notional one, that is made by difcourfes, or 
in converfation, where we have no intention to 
excite any the leaft concern or paflion in the 
minds of thofe we fpeak to. Befides, he main- 
tains, that the peculiar character of Eloquence 
does not confift only in perfuafion, fince we may 
exercife it when we have no fuch defign ; as it 


happens in the eloquent recital or narration of a | 


faét we relate as falfe or fabulous : There then 
may be a very fenfible impreffion and motion 
made in the minds of the audience, but fuch 
as is never attended with perfuafion. The Au- 
thor therefore leaves to Logick (for which he 
owns Eloquence has frequent occafion) the bue 
finefs of proving and perfuading ; and ar re- 
erved 
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ferves to Eloquence that of moving and touch- 
ing. He pretends, that what we call Rheto- 
rick, and Eloquence, are very different ; the one 
being very often but a falfe or imperfeét idea 
and reprefentation of the other. 

Then he fhews us the difference between what 
js truly eloquent, and what only appears to be 
fo ; that is, what is merely florid, trom what is 
really eloquent: And on this occafion, he ex- 
plains at length the character of the former, 
with proper remarks upon its ufe and abufe, 
with reference to Eloquence. He pretends, 
that the practice of true Eloquence reaps but 
very little help or advantage from the common 
rules ; nor does he admit of the ufual proverb, 
that we are made Orators, but are doru Poets ; 
Fimus Ovatores, fed nafcimur Peete. On the 
contrary, he maintains, that there are required 
talents equally great for Eloquence, as for Poetry. 
Yet he owns, that our natural talents may be 
very much help’d and improved by feveral 
means ; fuch as the frequent reading of excel- 
lent Orators, the counfel and advice of the beft 
mafters in the practice of Eloquence and the 
arts of fpeaking ; but principally, and above all, 
by frequent ufe and exercife : Without this laft, 
fays he, all other rules and means will prove 
infufficient. ‘This he fully illuftrates, by par- 
ticularly going over all the feveral parts of a 
difcourfe, fuch as the Exordium, the Narration, 
the Proof and Confirmation, and the Conclu- 
fion. | 

Is one the more advanc’d, he asks, for ha- 
ving learn’d this rule, how to begin his dif- 
courfe ? That he <uuft take particular care to 
render his auditors attentive, who is there does 
not know, independently of any rules, the necef- 
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fity of engaging the attention of his audience ? 
What we want to know, is to fhew us particu- 
larly what we muft do to fucceed herein ; and as 
tothis, the rules areof very little ufe or fervice. 
That, for inftance, that requires us to ufe at 
firft a diffufe or periodical ftile, were it allow’d 
in the Latin, would not do in the French Lan- 
guage, which don’t admit of long periods ; or 
fuppofe the rules require us to begin with ma- 
king our audience fenfible of the great weight 
and importance of the fubject we treat; this 
rule is too general to fignify any thing. How 
many Orators are there, as F. Buffier obferves, 
who think they obey this rule, when they tell 
their audience, they are ready to fink under the 
eweight of their fubject ; by which they only dif- 
cover the weaknefs of their art; fince if they 
are fo foon ready to fink under it, they ought 
not to have chofe it. The Author alfo fhews, 
how little the rules fignify, as to what we call 
the Figures of Rbetorick ; fince they occur as 
frequently in common difcourfe, efpecially when 
this is animated with paffion, as in any the moft 
labour’d pieces. F. Buffier only infifts here upon 
one, which he indeed thinks effential to Elo~ 
quence, and that is Expofition ; which confifts 
in fhewing a truth in all the light it is capable 
of appearing in; which ferves to imprint it the 
deeper in the minds of the audience ; one par- 
ticular light, or Cif I may fo term it) poiut de 
Veu, producing an effect another fail’d in, or 
giving the finifhing ftroke to what another had 
only begun. 


The Author, after this, proceeds to thofe rules 
that relate to the different kinds of difeourfes. 
Hie begins with pleadings at the Bar: And here 
he 
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he obferves, how juftly the Judges have forbid 
the Pleaders all harangues of pure parade and 
ornament, and confined them to thofe of folid 
reafoning and argument. ‘They ought never to 
make the caufe of a Client, where often either 
his life or fortune are deeply concern’d, only 
a matter of amufement, or {port of wit. 

Yet the Author don’t hereby exclude all 
bright and ingenious thoughts from pleadings, 
when they offer themfelves naturally, and may 
be ufeful. He after this gives us, in the com- 
pafs of two or three pages, all that a Pleader 
need to prattife, to fucceed and fhine in his 
profeffion. 

The remarks and obfervations he afterwards 
makes upon Sermons, Panegyricks, and other 
fuch like compofitions, are not lefs ufeful nor 
important. He here diftinguifhes two forts of 
rules; one which he calls arbitrary, and that 
are fubjeét to change, in different ages and coun- 
tries ; others that he calls effeutial, and which 
are infeparable trom Eloquence, in all countries 
and ages. It is eafy to learn the practice of the 
firft; but thofe of the laft depend much more 
upon natural talents and genius, than ftudy. 

The Author here fhews, on occafion of Ser- 
mons, how they ought to be divided, and into 
how many heads. Then he proceeds to give 
examples of the feveral forts of difcourfes, of 
which he before had given us the rules. He 
begins with that of the pleadings of the two 
brothers, Perfeus and Demetrius, fons to Philip 
Dozon, King of Macedon ; who feem to have . 
a defign upon one another’s lives, and even to 
attempt that of their father. The Accufatian 
and Defence, which are both here tranflated 


from Livy, are worthy the Eloquence of that 
great 
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reat Hiftorian. ‘Thefe two pieces are follow’d 
with practical remarks and obfervations ; where 
the Author makes an application of the rules 
and maxims he had before laid down. The 
Pretace or Exordium to Perfeus’s Pleading, is, 
as he obferves, contained in two or three lines ; 
we need not therefore, adds he, in an Exordi- 
wi, ufe a great compafs of words, to engage 
the attention of an audience. Befides, in what 
part of his difcourfe is it an Orator is to neg- 
Jeét this? Why then is it made a rule peculiar to 
the firft part only ? The other very judicious 
and excellent reflections of our Author would 
carry us too far ; thofe he makes upon a plead- 
ing of the eloquent Mr. Patra for the Religious, 
who are fet apart for the redemption of cap- 
tives, fhew us diftin¢étly in that piece the diffe- 
rent parts, which are commonly diftinguifh’d 
as the principal parts and members of a Speech : 
viz. the exordtum, the narration, the proof or 
confirmation, the obviating difficulties and objetti-+ 
ons, and the conclu/ion. 

What the Author obferves, on occafion 
of a practical Sermon of F. Cheminais, may be 
of great ufe to young Preachers, who are often 
perplex’d and embarrafs’d to find proper divifi- 
ons for their difcourfes. F. Cheminais never in 
the leaft troubled himfelf about this. One of 
his beft and moft ddmir’d difcourfes, whofe 
fubject is the fear we ought to have of the judg- 
ments of God, has no particular divifion at all in 
it: It confifts only of feven ferious and very 
moving reflexions, which he ranges and placés 
one after another, only in their natural order, 
and without any other art than that of premi- 
fing the moft ealy and fimple, and fuch as did 
not 





Ey te a. 4 Aan = 


> FR teh #89 £8 








el oe aaa 


o™ & 


ct p= §— WS 





Art. 36. the Republick of Letters. 351 


not prefuppofe thofe that follow, to the others. 
F. Buffier fhews, how thofe feven articles might 
be all reduc’d in the common way to two heads, 
that fhould contain them all, by the help of a 
fubdivifion. He alfo fhews how a part of a Ser- 
mon may become the whole, or the whole 
again only a part, according to the extent 
which the Orator propofes to give his fubjeét. 
For example : If one intends only to preach for 
about the {pace of a quarter of an hour, we 
might then take for a total divifion, what was 
only a fubdivifion in the former example. This 
obfervation fhews us, how ill founded the opi- 
nion and practice of fome Preachers is, who 
make Sermons of an exceffive length, upon pre- 
tence forfooth that the greatnefs and extent of 
the fubject they treat, neceffarily requires it ; 
fince they needed not to confider it in fo great 
a latitude. 

Thefe reflexions, with many others of a like 
nature, that feem fo naturally to offer thems 
felves to the mind, (and which yet fo very fel- 
dom do) may be of great ufe and advantage to 
young Preachers and Orators, in the oeconomy 
and divifion of their pieces. 


FP. Buffier beftows a diftin& Article upon Pa- 
negyricks and Funeral Sermons. He gives us for 
an example and excellent model of the former, 
F. Bourdalow’s wpon St. Stephen ; and for the lat- 
ter, M. Maffilon Bifhop of Clermont’s Funeral- 
Oration on the Prince of Conti. 'To thofe, he 
adds many other examples of the moft celebra- 
ted Authors for Eloquence ; each of which he 
{till accompanies with practical reflexions. And 
on occafion of F. Bourdalou’s Panegyrick on St. 
Stephen, he obferves, as how on one hand the 
moral 
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moral is ftill drawn very naturally from the acti- 
ons of the Saint, whofe panegyrick is celebra~ 
ted ; fo on the other, it always calls back the 
Reader to the juft praife and encomium of the 
Saint. As to Funeral Orations, he fhews how 
to make them all tend and terminate in the moft 
pious and practical reflexions. 

The other Authors, whence he draws his 
models of this fort of Eloquence, are Mr. Fie- 
chier, \ate Bifhop of Ni/mes ; Mr. Boffiet, Bi- 
fhop of Meaux ; F. Cathalaw’s Funeral Oration 
on the Dauphin, Grandfather of Lewis XV. ; 
F. De La Rue, on Marefchal Luxemburgh ; and 
F. Gailibard’s on M. Francis de Harlay, Arch- 
bifhop of Paris. 


Our Author, laft of all, treats of Harangues 
and Compliments : He fhews us, how thefe 
ought all to be drawn from the nature and cir- 
cumftances of the fubjeét, to give them an air 
of fingularity and novelty, in which their prin- 
cipal merit confifts. He gives us examples and 
models of thofe, taken chiefly from the Colle- 
€tion of Harangues and Difcourfes made by 
the Members of the French Academy, upon 
their firft reception into that Affembly ; where 
one may fafely fay, ’twere not only difficult, 
but impoffible to find fo many any where elfe, 
couch’d in fo few words, that contain fo much 
true fenfe and wit, and expreffed in fo noble and 
engaging a manner. 

The principal Authors made ufe of on this 
occafion, are Patru and Le Maitre, Cardinal 
Roban and Polignac ; the Bifhop of Meaux and 
Soiffons, of Ni/mes and Angiers ; Meffieurs Motte, 
Mongault, de Sacy, Morville, with others of the 
French Academy : And in all the examples he 
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produces from each of thefe, he infifts only 
on what is moft remarkable and ufeful in pra- 
étice. 

He concludes his Treatife with critical re- 
marks and obfervations upon the books and fy- 
{tems of Eloquence, that are left us by the three 
ereateft Authors among the Ancients, Ariftotle, 
Cicero, and Quintilian. He does juftice to the 
great merit of thofe Authors ; yet with refpect 
to practice, he does not feem to think they can 
be of great ufe and fervice to any, who is not 
born with a natural talent and genius for Elo- 
quence. 


‘The fame Author has alfo given us a philo- 
fophical and prattical Treatife of Poetry, wrote 
in the fame tafte and manner as this upon Elo- 
quence : Of which we intend to give a particu- 
lar account in another Journal. 





ARTICLE XXXVI 


IDEA della Storia dell’ITavia Letterata, 
efpofta coll’Ordine cronologico dal fuo 
principio fino al ultimo Secolo, colla 
notizia delle Storie particolari di chias 
cheduna Scienza, e delle Arti nobili: 
di moiti Inventioni, degli Scrittori piu 
celebri, e de’ loro Libri: Edi alcune 
memori della Storia Civile, e dell Ecele- 


May 17209. Z, fiaftica s 










































354 The Prefent State of Art. 37. 
fiaftica : delle Religione, delle Accade- 
mie, e delle Controverfie in vari Tempi 
accadute : FE colla difefa d’alle Cenfure, 
con cui ofcura la hanno alcuni Straniert 
creduto. Difcorfi di D. GracinTo 
GimMa, Dottore delle Leggi. Divifa 
in due Tomi. In Napoli, nella Stam- 
peria di Felice Mofca. 
























That is, 


i An IDEA of the Literary Hiftory of 
ITALY, related in a chronological Or- 
der, from the earlieft Ages, down to the 
prefent time. To which is added, A De- 
fence of the Nation, againft the unjuft 
Accufations and falfe Cenfures of feveral 
foreign Writers, &c. In twoVeolumes gto. 


~ 7 e | 

Voll. from the firft times, down to the 

beginning of the 15th Century. Vol. Ml. 

from the beginning of the 15th Century, : 
Af to the year 1723. By Dom GIACINT ; 
Gimma, Door of Laws, Kc. Printed ’ 
at Naples, for Felix Mofca. t 

I 

| ; | eC 

Ts Work deferves all the attention of om 

| Men of Letters, particularly thofe of the o 
Northern nations ;, indeed all fuch as live on ii 
} this fide of the A/ps, and who are not throughly we 
i} vers'd in the Italian learning. It is true, the it 
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Author complains in fome places of the want of 
{everal books he would have confulted on this 
occafion ; and gives this hiftory only as a sketch 
and prodromus of a more perteét one: Yet it 
contains feveral very memorable and remarkable 
facts, we fhould in vain fearch for elfewhere 
upon this fubject. 


This book is divided into fifty chapters; 34. 
of which compote the firft Volume, containing 
the hiftory of Arts and Sciences in Italy, from 
Adam, down to the end of the fourteenth Cen- 
tury: And the fecond Tome, which confifts of 
fixteen chapters more, brings it down from thence 
to the year 1723. 

Don Ga/par Campanile, Auditor Royal of the 
Province of Zrani, a friend of the Author, and 
Member of the Academy of Roffano, writes the 
preface ; wherein he explains the defign of- the 
Author, which is to fhew, That Italy bas al- 
ways been the fource and fountain of kuowledge to 
oft otber Nations. He alfo mentions two other 
books wrote by him, which have been received 
with univerfal applaufe ; one publifhed in the 
year 1703, intitled E/ogt Academici ; and ano- 
ther in 1714, with the following title ; Differ- 
tationes de bominibus fabulofis, de fabulofis ani- 
malibus, €8 de generatione viventium; in 4fo. 
There is alfo another curious ‘Traét of his men- 
tion’d here, and which was finifhed in the year 
1713, being the uatural Hiftory of precious and 
common Stones ; but whether publifh’d as yet, or 
not, we don’t know. Laftly, Mr. Campanile 
informs us, that the Author of this Literary 
Hiftory of Italy, Dr. Gimma, not being able 
to obtain the liberty of printing it at Venice, 
it has been printed at Naples, at the expence 
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of twenty learned Men, all Members of the 
Academy of Roffano; of which number he him- 
felf is one. The names of the others here mene 
tion’d, are, Mr. Fobu Dominique Nocchi, of 
Chieti, Receiver of the royal revenues of the 
falt and iron-works at Bari: ‘fobn Vincent Cice 
copiert, of Naples, Lieutenant and general Poft- 
mafter for the province of Bari. Dr. Fofeph 
Quercia, of the town of Ruvo. P. F. Hippolite 
Scalzi, of Barz, Profeflor of Theology, and 
formerly Provincial of the Minims of St. Fran- 
cis in his province. Don Vito Velpe, of Trig- 
giano, Doéttor of Phyfick. Among thofe who 
five out of the province of Bari, are, Don An- 
tonio Mongitore, Canon of the Cathedral-Church 
of Palermo; a famous and celebrated Author, 
whole works are in great efteem among the 
learned. Dr. Don Dominique Amati, of Cifer- 
#in0, known by the name of Clorio among the 
Arcadi, formerly Judge Royal in feveral towns 
in the kingdom of Naples. Dr. Don Dominique 
Violante, of Naples. Dr. Don Fofeph Dominique 
Forzati, of Acquaviva, and Felix Mofca of the 
fame place, | 


After this, the Author explains himfelf in 
his Introduction, as to the principal defign he 
had in view in compofing this work. T'was 
to juftify his countrymen; and fhew that the 
Italians, among Foreigners, are very unjuftly 
accufed of ignorance, or only copying from the 
writings of other Nations ; and that the Magi- 
{trates are enemies to all new difcoveries, and 
freedom of thought. He owns, that repeating 
what other Authors have faid, is an evil too 
common to Italy with other countries: And as 
for freedom and liberty of thinking and wri- 
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ting, he fays, the Magiftrates only take care 
that nothing is publifhed againft Religion, the 
lawful power and authority of Princes, or againft 
decorum and good manners. But that with re-« 
ference to improvements in knowledge, arts 
and fciences; the Journal of Venice has fuffici- 
ently: vindicated the Ita/ian Nation in this par- 
ticular. ; 

It appears indeed from the whole work, that 
the Author had chiefly in view the anfwering 
feveral French Authors ; who having conceived 
too high an idea of their own Nation, were 
thereby betray’d into too great a contempt of 
all others, and particularly that of Italy. This 
is a difagreeable and odious fubject, into which 
we fhall not here enter. There are good and 
bad every where, with reference to knowledge 
and merit: Nor can any thing be more mean 
or abfurd, than this reciprocal contempt of na- 
tion for nation. Virtue and good fenfe are of 
all ages and countries, and confined to none; 
tho’ we may obferve higher degrees hereof break 
Out in one country, at a certain feafon, and 
brighter and more lucid intervals in one period 
of time than another. 


We come now to give a more particular ac- 
count of the book before us; The kuowledge of 
Adam ; the prophecy of Noah with reference to 
Japhet, applied to the Roman Empire, the pre- 
fent Church of Rome, and his Holinefs the Pope ; 
A geographical defcription of {taly ; A critical 
examination of the books of Aunius of Viterbo; 
The voyage of Noab into Italy, to found co- 
lonies, and propagate and eftablifh arts and fci- 
ences there ; take up the whole matter and fub- 
ject of the firft four chapters. The four fol- 
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lowing very fuccinétly explain the fciences and 
power of the ancient Efru/ci, together with that 
of the Greeks and Romans. The twenty fix fol- 
lowing, to the thirty fourth inclufively, give 
us an abridgment of the hiftory of the Church 
and Empire ; the names and chara¢ters of the 
learned men in the feveral ages, with a cata- 
Jogue of their works. ‘There are only fome 
chapters here intermix’d, which treat of the 
kingdom of the Goths and Lombards in Italy ; 
Of the original of the Italian language, after 
the 4th Century; of the origin of the Bene- 
dittin order, inthe 6th: Of the Empire of Char- 
Jemagn, in the 8th: Of the Univerfities, Aca- 
demies and publick Schools of Italy, in the gth 
Century : Together with a chapter on the firft 
origin of what they call their walgar Poetry, 
which the Author pretends was not borrowed 
from the provincial Poets of France, (as has 
been generally thought) but to be of Italian 
origin: Of the firft rife of the Society de pro- 
paganda fide ; Of the ftudy of Mafick in Italy, 
in the 11th Century, and the preceding ones : 
Of that of the Ci#vi/ and Canon Law, in the 
rath : Of the feveral religious Orders that fprung 
up in Italy, in the 13th Century ; and of the 
ftudy of Theology there. He concludes the firft 
Tome with the hiftory of Painting, Sculpture, 
Architecture, and the art of engraving upon 
wood and copper; and with a catalogue of the 
works of the learned, that flourifh’d in the 
14th Century : Together with the hiftory of the 
ftudy of the Greek and Roman Learning and E- 
loquence, that was begun to be reviv’d by the 
Italians about the end of this Century. 
We only very flightly touch upon the fubjects 
that compofe the firft Volume ; both becaufe 
Dr. 
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Dr. Gimma has treated them but very fuperfici- 
ally, as alfo becaufe moft of the Authors he 
brings as his vouchers, are none of the moft 
juft or profound Criticks : Befides that, what 
he fays of the Greeks and Romans, is what is 
already known to all men of Letters ; and what 
he tells us relating to the Latin Church and later 
ages, concerns equally the reft of Europe, as 
Italy. France, Spain, Germany and England, 
have each of them had men eminent for !earn- 
ing and religion, their famous Academies and 
Univerfities. ‘The Author owns that Italy, as 
well as the other parts of Europe, lay a Jong 
time cover’d and involv’d in all the darknefs of 
the ignorant and barbarous ages. This is what, 
in our opinion, fhould prevent a judicious per- 
fon’s fearching for any of the peculiar preroga- 
tives and advantages of Italy, with refpeét to 
arts and f{ciences, higher than a little before the 
beginning of the 15th Century, and in the fuc- 
ceeding ones. 


This is what, indeed, our learned Author 
has very happily and fuccefsfully done, in the 
remaining fixteen chapters that compofe his fe- 
cond Tome, which is much larger than the 
firft ; wherein he gives the hiftory of the three 
laft Centuries, and as much of the prefent as 
was expired at the time of his finifhing this 
work. He treats therein of all the Itaézan Aca- 
demies ; of the modern Philofopby ; of their Geo- 
graphy, Mathematicks and Medicine ; their Ana- 
tomy, Pharmacy and Surgery ; their natural Hi- 
fiory and Experiments ; together with a great 
number of Inveutions and Di/coveries, that were 
firft made in Italy, and whence they pafs’d and 
‘were tranfmitted afterwards to other countries. 
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The Author has herewith alfo mix’d feveral 
other fubjeéts foreign to that of arts and {ci- 
ences ; fuch as the controverfies about the wor- 
fhip of Confucius, the difputes about Fan/enius, 
&c. which we therefore purpofely omit. 

It were for this reafon but a difagreeable task 
to follow our Author too clofe, in giving an 
account of what is contain’d in each of his fix- 
teen chapters that compofe the fecond Volume. 
‘We may hope to pleafe our Reader much more 
by fetting before his eyes, in a clear and full 
view, and in one continued feries, ( without 
any fuch foreign and impertinent mixtures) a 
general and true idea of the fiate of Learning and 
Sciences in Italy, ever fince the beginning of 
the 1sth Century, to the prefent time ; drawn 
partly from our Author, and partly from others ; 
who have been confulted on this occafion, 
where he was found deficient. This is a fub- 
ject we had promifed in one of the preceding 
* Journals (for reafons there given) particu- 
larly to enlarge upon, fome time or other ; but 
for which there not being fufficient room now 
left, unlefs we divide this Traét into feveral 
parts, which might fpoil the ny and con- 
nection of the whole ; we muft refer the fur- 
ther profecution of this curious and uncommon 
Article ; the whole chiefly taken from a book 
publifh’d abroad, intitled Bibliotheque Italique, 
Tome II. (but which has come but into few 
hands, ) with fome additions and improve- 
ments. 


* See Rep. of Letters for November lat, p. 399, 400. 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


THE prefent State and Regulations of the 
Church of Russta, as eftablifh’d by the 
late Tzar’s Royal Edi&. To which is 
added, in a fecond Volume, A Colle€ion of 
feveral Tras, relating to his Fleets, Ex- 
pedition to Derbent, &c. Al tranflated 
from the Sclavonian and Ruffian Lan- 
guages: With an accurate Map of the 
Cafpian Sea, and a Preface to the whole, 
in which is given a full and genuine Ac- 
count of the Rife and Fall of Prince Men- 
fhikoff. By THo. Consetr, M.A. late 
Chaplain to the Britifh Fadory in Ruflia, 
and Fellow of the Royal Society of Sci- 


ences in Berlin. In 8vo. page. 455. 


Vera gloria radices agit, atque etiam propagatur. Fidta 
omnia celeriter, tanquam flofculi decidunt, nec fimu- 
latum poteft quidquam effe diuturnum. JM. 7. C. 


F all the affections that attend human life, 

the love of glory is the moft ardent. Ac- 
cording as this is cultivated in Princes, it pro- 
duces the greateft good, or the greateft evil. 
Where 
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Where Sovereigns have it by impreffions re- 
ceived from Education only, it creates an am- 
bitious, rather than a noble mind. Where it is 
the natural bent of a Prince’s inclination, it 
prompts him to the purfuit of things truly glo- 
rious. We intend, in this and the following 
Article, to illuftrate this, in the example of two 
of the greateft Princes recorded in hiftory ; one 
modern, the other from among the ancients ; 
both defpotick and abfolute Princes, tho’ of a 
very different Cor rather oppofite) character ; 
which will only ferve to make the contraft the 
more beautiful. As it is certain that all fame 
does not arife from the pra¢tice of Virtue, it is 
’ methinks no unpleafing amufement to examine 
the glory of thofe Potentates, and diftinguifh 
that which is empty, perifhing and frivolous, 
from what is truly folid, lafting and glorious. 
But let us firft confider what is truly glori- 
ous, according to the Author I have quoted at 
the head of this Article. Zhe perfection of glo- 
ry, fays Tully, confifts in thefe three particulars : 
That the people love us: That they have coufi- 
dence in us: That being affected with a certain 
admiration towards us, they think we deferve bo- 
-nour. ‘This was fpoken of greatnefs in a Com- 
monwealth. But if one were to form a notion 
of confummate glory, in an abfolute Monarch, 
one muft add to the abovemention’d felicities, 
or any other the necefflary attendants and con- 
comitants of a Prince invefted with this cha- 
racter, a certain neceflary inexiftence and dif- 
relifh of thofe and all the reft, under any other 
notion than that of their contributing to pro- 
mote the felicity and happinefs of his fubjects. 
He fhould, methinks, have great and large re- 
venues, 
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venues, power, honour, command and glory : 
But great revenues, power, honour, command 
and glory, fhould all have no charms for him, 
but only as they tended to promote and advance 
the true intereft and advantage of thofe com- 
mitted to his care, and under his government 
and protection. In any other light, he fhould 
only efteem them imaginary honours, empty 
and infignificant titles, or rather very great and 
impertinent troubles and incumbrances of life. 
One may merely have an édea of a man thus 
compofed and circumftantiated ; and being thus 
made for power,’ without an incapacity of giving 
jealoufy, he would be alfo giorious, without 
poflibility of receiving difgrace. This his good- 
nefs or humanity, and this importance, muft 
make his glory immortal. 

One of the divineft pleafures of human na- 
ture, is certainly that of doing good, efpecially 
to great and numerous focieties and large bodies 
of men: And this, indeed, is the fole advantage 
of high honours, great riches and power, that 
it capacitates and enables men to become pub- 
lick patrons, and (as it were) guardian-angels 
to their fellow-creatures ; which is the neareft 
image and refemblance of the perfection and 
happinefs of God himfelf, and was what in the 
Pagan ‘world made gods of men, 


Thefe sketches and faint images of true glo- 
ry, were drawn upon occafion of the great fub- 
ject of the foliowing Tra¢ts, Peter Alexewich, 
the late Tzar of Ruffia; and in which we meet 
with many great and very memorable inftances, 
and early difcoveries of his wifdom and mag- 
Nnanimity, even in his tender years ; of his gra- 
dual improvements in all the parts of ufeful 
and 
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and practical knowledge, as he grew up to 
man’s eftate ; in his travels and his wars ; but 
efpecially in his unwearied and inceffant labours 
and endeavours, for the introduétion of arts and 
{ciences into his country and dominions ; and 
the reformation of a people in the greateft de- 
gree ignorant, or rather (at his acceffion to 
the crown, and many years after during his mi-« 
nority) totally favage and brutal. 

Thefe heroick and glorious actions of his, 
efpecially as attended with furprizing and extra- 
ordinary fuccefs, Cand this too in the compafs 
of a few years, or a very fhort period of time) 
are what will always juftly entitle him to the 
character of one of the greateft and beft Prin- 
ces of any the modern ages have produc’d : The 
detail of whofe atchievements, therefore, muft 
neceffarily (one would think) excite the tafte 
and curiofity of even the moft indolent and care- 
lefs fpectators of human affairs, to perufe the 
beft attefted and moft authentick relation of 
them, that has been as yet publifhed to the 
world. 


This great Prince, when he came to the 
years of manhood, tho’ he found himfelf Em- 
peror of a vaft and numerous people, Mafter of 
an endlefs territory, abfolute Commander both 
of the lives and fortunes of his fubjects ; yet 
in the midft of this unbounded power and great- 
nefs, turn’d his thoughts upon himfelf and peo- 
ple with forrow. Sordid ignorance, and a bru- 
tal manner of life, this generous Prince beheld 
and condemn’d, from the mere light and ftrength 
of his own genius. His judgment fuggefted this 
to him ; and his courage prompted him to re- 
form and amend it. In order to this, he did 
not 
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not (as is ufual in fuch cafes) fend to that na- 
tion which was then in the greateft vogue and 
reputation for politenefs, and from whence the 
reft of the European world had chiefly borrow’d 
theirs : But he himfelf left his diadem, to learn 
the true way to glory, honour and immortal 
fame ; An application to ufeful and beneficial 
arts, wherein to employ the laborious, the fim- 
ple, and honeft part of his people. Mechanick 
employments and operations were very wifely 
and juftly the firft objects of his favour and ob- 
fervation. With this glorious defign it was that 
he travell’d into foreign nations, in an obfcure 
manner ; above receiving little honours where 
he fojourned, when thofe ftood in competition, 
or might in the leaft obftruét what was of much 
greater confequence, and far higher importance, 
his thoroughly acquainting himfelf with the na- 
ture and advantages of their feveral trades and 
manufactures, the refpective excellencies and 
defeéts of their feveral conftitutions and govern- 
ments; in a word, with all their arts of peace 
and war. By this means *twas that this great 
Prince laid the foundation of a folid and laft- 
ing fame, by perfonal labour, perfonal know- 
ledge, and perfonal valour. It would almoft 
be an injury to any of the heroes of antiquity, 
to name them with him. Who, but himfelf, 
ever left a Throne, to learn to fit in it with 
more grace ? Who ever, before him, thought 
himfelf mean in abfolute power, till he had 
learn’d to ufe it ? 

If we confider this wonderful perfon, (to 
ufe the words of a very judicious and ingenious 
Author) it is perplexity to know where to be- 
gin his Encomium. Others may, in a meta- 
phorical or philafophick fenfe, be faid to com- 
| mand 
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mand themfelves ; but this Emperor did even 
literally put himfelf under his own command. 
How generous, and how good, was his entring 
his Own name as a private man, in the army 
he himfelf raifed ; that none in it might expeét 
to out-run the fteps, by which he himfelf ad- 
vanc’d? By fuch meatures this truly heroick 
_ Prince learn’d to conquer ; learn’d to ufe his 
‘conquefts ! How terrible did he appear in bat- 
tle! how great in victory! Shall then the bafe 
and mean arts of our modern French and Italian 
Machiavellian politicians, be held polite ; and 
the honeft labours of the Ruffian, barbarous ? 
No: Barbarity is only the ignorance of true 
honour, or placing any thing elfe inftead of it. 
The unjuft Prince is ignoble and barbarous ; the 
good Prince only renowned and glorious. 


It is no great wonder then if we find, that 
to gratify the curiofity of the publick, and to 
fatisty the enquiries that have been made con- 
cerning the actions of fo great and extraordi- 
nary a perion, Hiftories have of late been mul- 
tiplied: But as in the great mixture of bad 
ones, it is very difficult at prefent to diftinguifh 
the true, fincere and genuine accounts, from 
the falfe, forg’d and fpurious ones ; and that in 
procefs of time this difficulty muft ftill increafe ; 
the judicious and learned Editor of the follow- 
ing Tracts, of all the writers who have yet ap- 
pear’d on this fubject, has taken the only me- 
thod to fatisfy men of true tafte and judgment, 
and to lay a fure foundation of future hiftory, 
by drawing out of the language of the coun- 
try fome authentick Records, which will, and 
muft be allow’d to be proper materials for Hi- 
ftorians to work with hereafter ; and which yet 
might 
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might have been loft or neglected, as many ori- 
ginals in languages are, tor want of this care 
to bring them to light, and to preferve them 
for general ufe. 


In the hiftories of the Church of Ruffia, the 
Regulation Spiritual will for ever make a confi- 
derable part ; becaufe it affigns the reafons of 
eftablifhing a Synod in the place of patriarchal 
Power: It gives us the plan of the prefent Ec- 
clefiaftical Government, and (by the rules de- 
creed in it again{ft former practices ) leads us to 
look back into the late dark and miferable ftate 
of it ; which indeed for a Foreigner to relate, 
would be an ungrateful task, and a kind of un- 
generous infult. And tho’ we can neither deli- 
ver, nor read with triumph the ignorance and 
fuperftitions of a Chriftian country ; yet we bear 
more patiently to have them related by its own 
writers: And the credit of a relation is not to 
be difputed, which is recorded in a book com- 
pofed with fo much deliberation as this has 
been; and which, in every Article of it, is 
confirm’d with the names and authority . of 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and their great 
Prince giving the laft fanction to it with his 
own hand. 

The neceffity of thefe Spiritual Regulations 
is but.too vifible to all that dwell in Raffa, 
and the reafons of making them are not ob- 
fcurely fignified in the book itfelf; wherein 
fometimes the errors of the Priefts, the fu- 
perftitions of the People, and the general bad 
oeconomy of Monafteries are expofed in ex- 
prefs terms, and {pecial rules prefcribed againft 
them. And their fuperftitious practices are fome- 
times fo grofs, that the learned Compilers have 
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been afhamed to charge their country directly 
with them ; but ingenioufly lay the fcene in fo- 
reign countries, and kindly admonifh their peo- 
ple to fee and examine, whether any fuch irre- 
ligious follies and forgeries are in pra¢tice any 
where amongft themfelves, and warn them care- 
fully to relinquifh and avoid them. And every 
generous Reader would wifh them to do fo, 
whilft he perufes this book ; which by a kind of 
retrofpeét, affords him a full fight of what had 
been the former irregularities of that Church, 
by laying before him the prefent {cheme of amend- 
ing and reforming them. 

And this was the ftate in which the Tazar 
found his Church ; Chriftianity in its utmoft 
decay ; all over his dominions, fuperftition and 
ignorance univerfally prevailing ; a general cor- 
ruption of manners, and his people grown al- 
moft favage and barbarous: Reafons fufficient 
to put him upon the project of a /piritual Re- 
gulation ; which he feems to have executed with 
equal piety and refolution. His piety is vifible, 
in his noble attempt to reform the manners of 
his people ; his refolution great, in thwarting 
their inclinations, and obliging them to relin- 
quifh their long efpous’d errors and fuperftitious 
practices, which they were born and bred up 
in. 

The Tzar’s natural great genius led him very 
early in his life to give himfelf fatisfaétion in 
the doétrines and difcipline of the Greek Church ; 
and his travels afterwards gave him the opportu- 
nity of examining into the doétrines of foreign 
Churches, and of comparing them with his 
own : By which enquiries, he rubb’d off the 
ru{t of that bigotry to his own religion, which 
his people feem generally to have contratted ; 
and, 
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and, as was feen in all his converfation, he was 
both an impartial and excellent judge of any 
controverted points in religion: And had he 
liv’d a few years longer, how much farther than 
he has done, he would have advance’d reforma- 
tion of dottrines in his country, we can only 
conjecture. 

But. in order to carry on his prefent {cheme 
of Regulations, he removed one great obfta- 
cle, by preventing the fucceffion of Patriarchs 
on the death of Adrian: Their power being 
unlimited, he apprehended, would always ob- 
{truct and interfere with his defigns, and would 
by no means fuffer itfelf to be controll’d by the 
regal power in ecclefiaftical matters ; the jurif- 
diétion of which, the patriarchs hitherto ufurp’d 
entirely to themfelves. That this was the Tzar’s 
thought, is evident from the reafoning of the 
«th Section in the firft part of The Spiritual Re- 
gulation, which is particularly levell’d againft 
patriarchal power. And as it was neceflary to 
remove impediments, efpecially fuch a powerful 
one as this would have been in this underta- 
king ; fo it was farther necefflary to take in fuch 
affiftance, as might enable him to promote and 
effect it: And for this purpofe, he call’d in Di- 
vines from Kéoff, and other places, who had a 
learned education abroad, and were qualified to 
confer with him on all the points of Religion ; 
and to affift him by their advice and counfel 
to regulate the diforders of his Church, and to 
re{tore the difcipline of it, by the beft rules of 
Religion, and the decrees of Councils. For, 
the Priefts, and even Bifhops who were natives 
of his country, having had no regular or learn- 
ed education, were very unfit perfons to be con- 
fiilted and advifed with alone, in this extraordi- 
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nary oceafion. And to make their confultati- 
ons and decrees powerful and authoritative, he 
formed them into a Synod, and fet himfelf as 
Prefident at the head of it: The reafons of 
which eftablifhment are declared in the book it- 
felf. But probably one reafon is conceal’d, 
which may be apprehended, that he defign’d to 
exempt himfelf and his country from a depen- 
dance on the Patriarchs of Conjtantinople, and 
to dignify his own Church with the character 
of a ( Glavnoi Lferkove, or) Capital Church. 
It is certain, the Patriarchs of the Greek Church 
feem’d to have no other notion of his inten- 
tion, by the flightnefs of their anfwer to him 
in 1724: For he had wrote to them, to ac- 
quaint them with thefe proceedings ; but inftead 
of exprefling their approbation of them, they 
feem’d flily to infinuate his defertion of his old 
friends ; and that he had open’d the way to what 
innovations he pleafed at any time to make in 
Religion, without any regard to their advice 
and authority. And we have no reafon to ap- 
prehend, that the Synod of Ruffia, under the 
direction of fuch an enterprizing Prince, would 
have confined their judgments to the See and 
Synod of Conftantinople, no more than.an Eng- 
lifo Synod is bound by the decrees of a Roman 
Confiftory. 

But whatever political views the Tzar may 
be fuppofed to have had ; amongft other rea- 
fons for thofe Regulations, it is plain, the oc- 
cafions of his country made them abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ; and, as became the wifdom and confi- 
deration of fo great a Prince, he provided a- 
gainft the wants and defects of his people, by 
the beft methods of government and inftru- 
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€tion, both in Church and State ; as the Rules 
evince, which are here prefcribed to Bifhops, 
and the whole body of the Clergy ; to Monks, 
for the regulation of themfelves and their Mo- 
nafteries ; to the Laity of all ranks and condia 
tions, and for the fupport of Academies and 
Schoo!s, and liberal education of the Youth of 
his Kingdoms in arts and {ciences. 

Thefe important faéts, together with the full 
and genuine account of the rife and fall of Prince 
Menfhikoff, Cin the Preface, from p. 23, to 67.) 
are what make up the firft Part or Volume of 
the prefent Work. 


No conjecture can at prefent be made, how 
far the naval power of Raffia may come here- 
after to be confider’d in ftory ; nor what pens 
may be employ’d in delivering the progrefs of 
the Ruffian arms along the Ca/pian,: But this 
the Author is affured of, The fubftance of the 
{tory of the Jittle Boat will neceffarily be the In- 
troduction to the hiftory of their fleet ; and his 
Majefty’s Journal, to that of his conquefts in 
the Perfiziz dominions. 


The other Articles, contained in the fecond 
part, are as follows : 

3. A brief relation of the behaviour of the 
late Tzar Peter I. in his laft ficknefs, and the 
manner of his death. 4. The Tzarena’s Accef- 
fion tothe Throne. §. The order of the Tzar’s 
funeral. 6. A Funeral-Oration by the Archbi- 
fhop of Nowogrod, then Archbifhop of Pleskow 
and Narva.. 7. A panegyrick Oration in praife 
of Peter the Great, by the fame Archbifhop. 
8. The Bifhop of Rezau’s anniverfary Sermon 
on the late Tzar’s death; in Lafi and Eng- 
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lib. 9. A fhort chronology of the 'Tzar’s Life, 
in Latin, by Baron Huzffen ; and tranflated. 
10. The Archbifhop of Novogrod’s Oration on 
the death of the Emprefs Catharina. 11. The 
late Tzar’s royal Edict, wherein he publifh’d 
his intention, with his reafons for crowning her 
Emprefs at Mo/co, in 1724. Which reafons are 
explain’d more at large, in the Note on this 
Edict. 12. The late Bifhop of Rezan’s Fare- 
wel to his Books. 

Among thefe, the Author fays he will pre- 
fume to affirm, the latter Oration of the Bifhop 
of Novogrod, is the moft compendious hiftory 
of the Life and Actions of this great Prince, 
hitherto extant ; and probably the very beft, 
till that general Hiftory (which is promifed, 
and expected to be collected out of his own 
Commentaries, and the Archives of the country) 
is produc’d. ‘The other Orations, Sermon and 
Chronology, were feleéted and added, becaufe 
they are all the publick performances of that 
country, on the argument of the Tzar’s death: 
And the Oration on the Tzarena’s death, may 
be allow’d a place here, for the like reafon. 
The Edit relating to her Coronation is ad- 
ded; becaufe this record of it will for ever fa- 
tisfy the world in the reafon of her Acceffion 
to the Throne at the Tzar’s deceafe. 

So that this undertaking is at leaft fecuring 
foundations ; which yet, fo far as he had pro- 
ceeded in it, only open’d his defign of carry- 
ing them on, by tranflating feveral more ori- 
ginals; if he had been encouraged to believe, 
thofe here produced, fhould prove either an 
ufeful or agreeable entertainment to the pub- 
lick. | 
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Befides the reafon below given for an- 
nexing the late Bifhop of Rezan’s Farewel 
to his books, he has added it to fatisty 
the many enquiries that have been made, about 
the affinity the Sc/avonian and Ruffian Lan- 
guages have with the Greek tongue ; becaufe 
they feem to refemble the Greek in writing 
and printing, having all the Letters of the 
Greek, with an addition of 17 more Letters 
than the Greek has. ‘The Author has there- 
fore given us the words of the original in 
Latin Letters, as near as they can be ex- 
prefs’d. 

Stephen “Favorski, late Bifhop of Rezan, 
fucceeded the laft patriarch Adrian, but with- 
out that title. He was a man of fome 
Learning, but great Bigotry ; as appears 
by the book he has lett in Manufcript ; 
which, becaufe he would not erafe out of it 
fome fevere refieétions on the Religion of Fo- 
reigners, (Cefpecially on Lutherans and Calvi- 
wifts) the Tzar Peter Alexewich would not fuf- 
fer him to publifh. This is a Theological trea- 
tife ; and each diftinét paragraph attefted with 
his own hand and name. A worthy friend of the 
Author’s had procur’d it of one Screfhuoff, a Rufs 
Merchant, and contra¢ted with a Clerk for tran- 
fcribing it; but the Ruffian Cprobably jealous 
of fome-fich thing) took it back immediately, 
and would not permit the perufal of it. He is 
faid to have compcfed three thoufand Ser- 
mons ; which, after his death, were lodg’d in 
the Pecherski Monaftery in Kéoff. And becaufe 
it may ferve as an inftance fomething remark- 
able of his piety, he has taken the liberty to 
add to this Mifcellany his own Verfion of the 
leave he took of his Books in his laft fick-~ 
nefs. 
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The Author, to give his Engii/b Readers fae 
tisfa€tion as to his writing Zzar, affures them 
that the Sclavoutans and Ruffiaus both write 
and fpeak it as he does : And it being his lot 
to appear firft among his countrymen as a tran- 
flator out of thofe languages, he takes this ear- 
lieft opportunity to give the * Zzar of Raffa 
his right name. For, Czar is a mere corrup- 
tion of Foreigners, as he fays ; who were led 
to this way of writing it, either from the re- 
femblance of the found to the title of the Em- 
peror of Germany, (to which they were ac- 
cuftom’d) or from their ignorance of the Lan- 
guage itfelf, or of the true force of the Letters 
in it. 


This is the general Scheme of the prefent 
Work. Some of the moft remarkable particu- 
lars contain’d under thefe general heads, toge- 
ther with an account of the Author’s further 
defigns with reference to the compiling a fuller 
and truer hiftory of this great Prince, than has 
yet been publifh’d, Cas alfo that of Ruffa in 
general, €%¢..) may make an Article in another 
‘Journal. 


* Tzcr fignifies King in the Sclavonian Language through- 
gut the Bible. 
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ARTICLE XXXIX. 


ARRIAN’s Hiffory of ALEXANDER’s Ex- 
pedition. Tranflated from the Greek: 
With Notes hiftorical, geographical, and 
critical. By Mr. Roox. To which is 
prefix’'d, Mr. Le Clerc’s Critici{m upon 
Quintus Curtius; and fome Remarks 
upon Mr. Perizonius’s Vindication of 
that Author. And to which is added, 
1. Arrian’s Indian Hiffory. 2. His Ac- 
count of the Divifion of the Empire, af- 
ter Alexander’s Death. 3. Raderus’s 
Tables. 4. A Catalogue of all the Au- 
thors, who bave wrote this Hiflory. §. 
An exa& and fuccin& Chronology of the 
whole. 6. A compleat Alphabetical In- 
dex. In two Volumes 8vo. Vol. I. con- 
tains 287 pages, Vol. Il. pagg. 342. 
Printed for T. Worrall, J. Gray, L, Gil- 
liver, “and J. Willock. 


HE other inftance I * promifed in the Jaft 
Article, of a great Prince among the ane 


See p. 362. 
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cient Greeks, who has been very generally, but 
very fallely and unjuftly, celebrated for his 
heroick. virtue, (and therefore a reverfe of the 
former) fhall be that of Alexander the Great, 
as related by Arrian, in the prefent hiftory of 
his fo famous and remarkable Expedition into 
the Eaft. The firft tranflation of which into 
modern Englifh, we owe to Mr. Rook ; and 
who has alfo added very judicious, learned and 
ufeful Notes ; not only critical, but many hifto- 
rical and geographical, t hroughout the whole: 
Whereby he has very much cles rd up and illu- 
{trated fome of the moft remarkable faéts, and 
memorable actions in the hiftory of this Prince’s 
life and reign. 


As his falfe and miftaken greatnefs may ferve 
as a true foil and contraft to the real grandeur 
of the other ; it may be proper firft here to 
premife a fhort, but juft sketch thereof; and 
then fubmit the whole to the judgment of the 
publick. 

Tho’? men may impofe upon themfelves what 
they pleafe by their corrupt imaginations ; yet 
truth will for ever keep its {tation : And as true 
glory is nothing elfe but the fhadow and re- 
flegiion of virtue, it will certainly i. vanifh 
and difappear, at the departure of it. But 
how carctully ought the true notions re it to 
be preferved ? And how induftrious fhould we 
De, “ encourage any impulfes towards it? E- 
fpecially in the minds and breafts of young Prin- 
ces 3 fince it is generally there the moft ardent. 

And (as it has been already obterv’d at the be- 
gin’ ing of the preceding Article) according as 
this 1s cultivated in Princes, it always produces 

either 













Art. 39. the Republick of Letters. ans 


o7F 
either-the greateft good, or the greateft evil. 
When they have received and indulg’d falfe no- 
tions and impreffions thereof, it creates an am- 
bitious, rather than a noble and virtuous mind ; 
it produces crafty and cruel Tyrants, rather 
than truly great and heroick Princes ; who 
think extent of territory the moft glorious in- 
{tances of power, and miftake the f{preading of 
fame, for the acquifition of honour. Thus was 
this young Monarch’s heart firft deluded into a 
fondnefs tor vain-glory ; and upon thofe falfe 
notions, and unjuft principles it was, that he 
form’d and fell in with fuitable projeéts of in- 
vafion, rapine, murder, and all the notorious 
guilts, the hideous and heinous confequences 
that attend long and fuccefsful wars, when un- 
juft. 

At the fame time Alexander was eftablifhing 
an univerfal tyranny over all the rights and li- 
berties of mankind, all the Philofophers and 
Men of Letters were invited to follow the 
camp, and encouraged in the moft gencrous 
manner: As if men of higher faculties were to 
have been brib’d to permit the maffacre of the 
reft of the world ! nay, to promote, applaud 
and encourage it; as feveral of them ( Hi/ori- 
anus as well as Poets) indeed moft fhamefully 
did. Every fuperftru€ture this unhappy, tho’ 
vi€torious and mighty Conqueror built upon his 
firft defigns, which were in themfelves vicious 
and unjuft, were fuitable to its falfe founda- 
tion. ‘The oftentation of riches and power, the 
vanity of equipage, fhame of poverty, and ig- 
norance of all true honour and virtue, were the 
common arts of life. All friendfhip among 
men turn’d into commerces of intereft, or mere 
verbal profeffion. While thofe were the rules of 


life, 
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life, an open violation and breach of all right and 
Jaw in the Prince, and a general licentioufne/s 
and corruption of manners in the fubjetts, were 
the fuares in which the Macedonian Conqueror 
entangled all his allies and neighbours. With 
fuch falfe colours had the eyes of this mighty 
Conqueror, and deftroyer of mankind, been en- 
chanted from his earlieft youth upwards. Hence 
it came to pafs, that he had the patience to have 
Statues erected to his virtue and honour, his 
prowefs and valour ; and whilft he was indul- 
ging all the foftnefs and luxury of a Court, in 
the mid{t of his camp, to be admired and ap- 

lauded for his magnanimity and glory, and 
his high and vaft enterprizes in military atchieve- 
ments. 

It is true, his ftory (tho’ fhort and confined 
within the very narrow compafs of a few years) 
is great and f{tupendous, wonderful and ama- 
zing, full of a falfe glare and fublime ; which 
is enough to fhock and confound the weak, and 
impofe upon the igncorant ; it being no lefs than 
the total overthrow of the vaft Perfian Empire, 
and the eftablifhment of the Grectan upon its 
ruins. No period of time, fince the Mo/aick 
creation, was ever more famous: No General 
ever pufh’d his conquefts fo far in fo fhort a 
time, nor over-run fo many countries with fo 
{mall a force. None had a more numerous race 
of writers to tranimit, and (the more the fhame 
and pity) even to applaud and recommend his 
aéts to pofterity. But to what good end in life, 
or ufeful purpofe to human fociety, was all this 
immenfe pains and labour taken, all thefe rifques 
and dangers run; and where did they at laft 
tend and terminate ? 


Why, 
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Why, (to ufe Mr. Rook’s own words here) he 
thereby obtain’d the great honour and glory of 
firft compleating the flavery of his own Coun- 
try, and then fet forth to lay his yoke upon the 
necks of foreigners: he. trampled upon the 
rights of all nations where-ever he came, and 


nothing facred or profane efcap’d the fury of his | 


arms. Fire and {word were the conftant atten- 
dants of his expedition, and defolation and ruin 
follow’d his footfteps: his reftlefs ambition 
aim’d at no lefs than univerfal Empire and Sove- 
reignty, and he waded thro’ a fea of blood to 
obtain it. No rocks nor mountains could ftem 
the torrent of his rage ; no rivers, feas, nor 
defarts check his dreadful courfe: millions of 
lives were facrific’d to his glory, and vaft cities 
turn’d to a wildernefs to raife him a name. What 
he beftow’d lavifhly upon fome, he had before 
wrefted unjuftly from others, and his height of 
rapine only made way for his excefs of prodiga- 
lity : his beft friends often found the fame treat- 
ment with his worft enemies, and when in- 
flam’d with wrath, or wine, he fometimes flew 
thofe whom in point of gratitude, as well as po- 
licy, he ought to have fav’d. 

How widely different, or rather diametrically 
oppofite is all this to the characters of a great 
Prince, and true Heroe? Who, as he makes the 
knowledge of mankind his conftant and peculiar 
{tudy, fo does he the good and happinefs of man- 
kind his principal care. He has no notion of 
conquering Kingdoms, but to preferve their in- 
habitants trom tyranny and oppreffion ; and is 
much more ambitious of being ftiled the Arbi- 
trator and Reconciler of their differences, than to 
be declar’d Lord of their Liberties. Such 
names will always fhine much brighter in the 

Records 































ae 
Stet Sees gs ES = 
ecient - 


Ee 


‘s- = = 
= i accent cncemneacinipeliinitigtilte 
TO 


a, 
= —— 

















































280 The Prefent State of Art. 39: 


Records of Hiftory, that preferve (but efpe- 
cially that add to and improve) the Rights and 
Liberties of their own people ; than if they had 
carried the terror of their arms as far as the 
Helle/pont ; or had made as extenfive conquefts 
in the Weftern world, as Alexander did in the 
Eaftern ; or had even added the one to the 
other. 

How happy then is fuch a Country, whofe 
Monarch places his only intereft in {till promo- 
ting their fafety and profperity ? And how much 
muft this endear him to all, who have any the 
leaft regard to their Country’s welfare ? And 
how much a nobler and more divine glory is 
acquir’d, from thus reigning over the hearts of 
but one Kingdom of free Subjeéts, than by 
trampling upon the necks of a world of Slaves ? 

The great importance of the fubject of the 
prefent Hiftory, was hinted above ; as alfo it 
has been already obferv’d, that none ever en- 
gaged a more numerous clafs of writers: But 
the misfortune is, that the greateft part of their 
compofitions was either panegyrick or fatire: 
For none durft write the truth concerning him, 
while he liv’d; and few feem to have had an 
inclination to it after his death. True hiftory, 
like a faithful mirror, gives Princes Cas well as 
private men) an exact reprefentation of the 
tranfactions of paft ages: But if partiality in- 
fatuates the hiftorians, or prejudice over-balan- 
ces their judgments, their images appear mone 
ftrous and unnatural, and we then lofe the only 
benefit and advantage we hoped to reap from 
their labours 

Thefe, or the like confiderations, are what 
feem chiefly to have moved our Author to un- 
dertake this Hiftory ; and were, I believe, what 
chiefly 
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chiefly engaged the prefent learned and judi- 
cious Editor, to oblige the Englifh Reader with 
an elegant, very exact and faithful tranflation 
of him: <Arrzan having certainly drawn herein 
a much more natural and lively pourtraiture of 
this G@vecian Prince, than any of the other 
hiftorians, whether Greek or Roman, and paint- 
ed his vices as well as virtues in their proper 
colours. This, added to his judicioufnefs and 
impartiality, has gained him fo high an efteem 
in the world, that the greateft Princes (in dif- 
ferent ages) have deign’d him their particular 
favour and protection. Hadrian and Autonine, 
the Emperor Sig7/mond, Alpbonfus King of <Ar- 
ragov, and Cofius the late Duke of Zu/cany, are 
famous inftances of this; who all highly appro- 
ved and patronized his work. 

So that one might juftly wonder, that no 
tranflation of fo curious and valuable a piece of 
Hiftory fhould have been before publifh’d: For 
the Tranflator tells us, That had there been 
ever a tolerable Hiftory of Alexander's A€ts in 
the Englifh tongue, he had hardly undertaken 
this: Or had this been ever tranflated into Eng- 
lifh before, he had fcarce attempted it again. 
But as moft of the Hiftories of him in our lan- 
guage were full of errors, inconfiftencies, incre- 
dibilities and romance; he thought it might 
be no unacceptable piece of fervice, to prefent 
the publick with the trueft, jufteft, and moft 
accurate account thereof now extant. And to 
put this matter beyond difpute, he has taken 
the pains to compare feveral of the moft mate. 
rial paffages in this Hiftory, with the accounts 
given us of them by other Authors ; and laid a 
full and true ftate of the cafe on each fide, 
fairly and impartially before the Reader. The 


ran 
£1 Cate 
























> nae 


= —- — — 


« es a ee ean te 
Se oe oe Ee ee eee 
— on 
———<—- -—— ~ 


= 


en ennnteniines sense 


eae ner Sn eae Pe fees ee TS 
—< ee 
SS Se oe ESS A RS SS ee ee ; 
ee A a RI 5 ~ —— “A 
ee et —— aro 


sar SS ee a ee 


a 


~~ Ne eee eget ok eer 
- = ee a 
oe 


we -- 
2 > ee 


: = 
—- 


. ; > = a 
ee tite te ee 


ee 


~ _ ~ 
~ ee tee eee et 
~ <¥ 


ge 
— . . ss 


ome 
~ =— 
- 


me 
= - 
—— 


~ 
6 eee oe 

















Sw SSS SS SSS SS SSS SSS eS ee 
== = = ——— ~— — -- = eee i. — 


— 






— 


= 


6. eS ee eS 
ee ee eS 






— 
a 


ae 


a Se ee 








4 == ee eS ee = = —=- 
a ROT, ORE IS A RENN a Re ee 


ae — ae 
= — ei 






a = 





> oo sas 


> wt aah 





a8 2 The Prefent State of Art. 39: 


greateft part of the knowledge we arrive at, is 
acquired by comparing things and ideas with 
each other: And if fo; the neareft way to it, 
is by laying them fairly together, and making 
apt and ufeful comparifons. When a confide- 


rable number of Authors treat upon one fub- 


ject ; where-ever one feems to run mad, we 
find another in his fenfes ; where one fleeps, 
another keeps awake ; where one curtails a ftory 
too much, another gives it fully ; and where 
one delivers it in dark and unintelligible terms, 
another ferves to clear up his meaning, and ren- 
der him plain and eafy. In fhort, where-ever 
one errs in any particular, he is either correét- 
ed by fome other, or may be by a judicious 
Commentator. 

This is the method our Tranflator has taken 
with the writers of the enfuing Hiftory : And 
by this means, the Readers will reap the ad- 
vantage of confulting many Authors, by look- 
ing into one; and have the fubftance of feve- 
ral Volumes, contracted into the compafs of a 
few pages. Of almoft an hundred and fifty Au- 
thors, who have handled this fubjeét, fcarce 
half a fcore have come down to our times ; and 
even the better part of thofe have only touch’d 
it cafually, and ex paffant. 

The chief of the remaining ones are, Dzo- 
dovus, Strabo, Plutarch, Arrian, Curtius, fufin 
and Orofius. Of thefe, Diodorus, ‘Fuftin and O- 
rofius wrote his Acts only tranfitently in their 
larger works ; and having fo many things upon 
their hands at once, it is no great wonder if 
they be found accurate in nothing. Déodorus 
took much upon truft, without ever examining 
into the truth or credibility of the faéts which 
he related: He {wallowed every thing, without 
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digefting any thing. And Curtzus either copied 
from the fame Author, or (which is more 
likely ) tranflated a great part of his work from 
him. Zrogus was either a fad hiftorian, or Fu 
fiin a wretched abridger. Orofius confulted Fu- 
ftin, as his grand oracle, and copied much from 
him: And when the fountain is muddy, it is 
no wonder if the ftream partake of the fame 
qualities. Strabo has intermix’d feveral excel- 
lent paffages of Alexander’s life, with his geo- 
graphy. Few would perhaps have drawn up a 
better narrative of Alexander's Adts than Plu- 
tarch, had he defign’d his work as pure hiftory : 
But he himfelf informs us, at his firft fetting 
out, that he rather endeavours to declare the 
fprings or caufes of actions, than the aétions 
themfelves. Befides, with regard to prodigies, 
omens, €c. he was extremely credulous ; and 
even his accounts of facts are not always care- 
fully given. 

It may therefore now be fafely affirm’d, 
That no ancient Author who wrote a parti- 
cular hiftory of Alexander now remains, ex- 
cept Curtius and Arriauv: And if this Tranfla- 
tor has made it evident, throughout the whole 
courfe of his learned Comment and Notes upon 
this Author, that Arriaz is much the beft, the 
trueft and moft accurate hifturian of the two; 
by fetting the truth and credibility of the feve- 
ral faéts (as related by each) in a clear light, 
this muft go a great way to convince the un- 
prejudiced part of mankind, that his chief de- 
fign was their inftru€tion. And this will be alfo 
a means of gaining Arrian an efteem among 
Englifh Readers, to whom he had hitherto lain 
wholly unknown. 
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It may therefore not be amifs here to add 
fomething of his life and charaéter, as tis deli- 
verd to us by the Ancients. ‘The time he flou- 
rifh’d was in the reign of the Emperor Ha- 
dvian. Lucian intorms us, in his Pfeudomantes, 


that he was a man of the firft rank in Rome; 


that he employ’d his whole life in the ftudy of 
polite Literature, for which he was fo particu- 
larly famous, (fays Dio) that he was compli- 
mented with his freedom both of Rome and A- 
thens : A philofopher, an hiftorian, and (fome 
add) an eminent civilian. He was advanc’d to 
be preceptor to the Emperor Antonine, firnam’d 
the Pious ; and diftinguifh’d by the title of Xe- 
zopbon, becaufe, like that philofopher, he com- 
mitted to writing the dictates deliver’d by his 
mafter in his life-time, and publifhed them in 
one Volume, under the name of Epiéfetus his 
Difcourfes or Differtations ; which at prefent 
we have in four books. After this, he compo- 
fed a little Treatife, call’d his Enchiridion ; 
which is a fhort Compendium of all Epiéfetus’s 
philofophical principles, and has ever been ac- 
knowledg’d for one of the moft valuable and 
beautiful pieces of ancient morality. For, E- 
pictetus left nothing of his own compofition be- 
hind him ; and if Arriav had not tranf{mitted to 
pofterity the maxims taken from his mafter’s 
mouth, we have fome reafon to doubt, whether 
the very name of Epictetus had not been loft to 
the world. Heliconzus informs us further, that 
he attain’d even to the Confular dignity ; and 
Dio, that he was advanc’d to be Pretect of Cap- 
padocia. Pliny the younger, who was then Pro- 
conful of Poutus and Bitbynia, addrefs’d feven 
of his Epiftles to him. Vor Nicomedia, of which 
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City Arrian was a native, was a City of Bi- 
thynta. | 
Whoever mention this Hiftory of Alexander’s 
Expedition, &c. beftow high encomiums on its 
Author’s veracity, beyond any other, upon the 
fubjeét : A long detail of thefe teftimonies 
(from the Authors of all ages and countries ) 
in its favour, the Reader may firid in Fabricius’s 
Bibliotheca Greca, Tom. Ill. ’*T was the con- 
fideration of his veracity alone, that induced 
the Tranflator to undertake this Verfion, and 
to illuftrate it with many very curious, hifto- 
rical and geographical, as well as critical Notes 
and Remarks ; in which he takes frequent oc- 
cafion to contradict many ftrange ftories which 
have hitherto pafs’d for truths, and to bring 
feveral truths to light, which had lain long’ bu- 
ried in oblivion ; to judge of the different de- 
grees of probability of feveral facts, as related 
by different Authors, €c. All which he fub- 
mits with great deference to the more inquifis 
tive and impartial patt of mankind. 'Thofe re- 
marks more efpecially that relate to prodigies, 
predictions and omiens, to augufies and the an- 
{wers of oracles, &%c. which he fays ate copied 
from nore, but all originally his own. For, 
whether Mr. Van Dale has taken any notice of 
thefe particular ftories, in his Di/fertations upon 
Oracles, he fays he knows not ; not having that 
Treatife by him: Nor indeed, adds he, had he 
any occafion to confult it, finding no difficulty 
in giving a plain and natural folution of each 
of them as faft as they came in his way. He 
has all along endeavour’d to give his Notes and 
Remarks, whether hiftorical or merely critical, 
fuch a turn, as to take off that dulnefs and dry- 
nefs fo common to works of this kind, and te 
May 129. B b ret 
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rerider them agreeable at the fame time that 
they are inftructive. No remarks of this kind, 
he fays, (that he knows of ) have ever yet been 
publifh’d to an Englifh Tranflation of any anci- 


ent Hiftorian; tho’ of what ufe they are, may 


be perceiv’'d at firft fight. Whenever he has 
occafion to cite Authors, and produce the tefti- 
monies of the Ancients, either for proof or il- 
luftration of what he advances, he generally 
dire€ts his Readers tu the chapter and page of 
the Edition he us’d; and neither defires nor 
expects further credit, than the vouchers he 
produces, and the arguments he ufes naturally 
demand. 


As to the Tranflation, it appears to me to be 
a very juft and faithful one, and to have truly 
reprefented the fenfe of the Author in all thofe 
places I confulted and compared with the ori- 
ginal ; done in all the propriety of the modern 
Englifh, without endeavouring fo much at elo- 
quence in di€tion, as thereby to deftroy the 
plainnefs and fimplicity of Arrian’s manner of 
relating facts. 

Strabo, who was mention’d above, and com- 
mendéd for having intermix’d feveral excellent 
paflages of Alexander’s Lite with his Geography, 
(which makes us very much regret the lofs of 
that particular Treatife, which he wrote upon 
this fubject) has alfo given us a juft character 
of many of Alexander’s Followers; who to fa- 
tisfy their Monarch’s vanity, during his life, or 
to gratify their own inclinations, after his death, 
publifh’d ftrange and unaccountable ftories of 
his Exploits. Even Ptolemy and Ariftobulus 
C whom 4rrian chiefly follow’d) are not wae 
ree 
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free from this: But as he was a man of found 
judgment, and a true philofopher, he took cae 
to chufe only what was moft probable ; and left 
the reft, as husks and chaff, to be glean’d up by 
fuch as were ambitious of {welling their Works 
to a huge fize, by heaps of all gatherings : 





Quicquid Grecia mendax 
Audet in bifiorta——— 


Juv. Sat. X. 


But, thanks to kind time, the greateft part of 
thefe romancing Gentry are now gone to reft, 
and their works have followed them. 


Eratoftbenes was the firft who undertook to 
detect the Alacedonzan forgeries ; and did it to 
fo good purpofe, that *twas chiefly by his means, 
and fteering after his light, that Strabo, Pli- 
tarch and Arrian, reduced their accounts to 
reafon and probability ; whillft Diodorus, Curtzus 
and ‘Fujii, and fome others of inferior rank, 
having follow’d blind, credulous guides, are per- 
petually groping and ftumbling about in mifts 
of darknefs, error and uncertainty. However, 
our Tranflator (in his remarks) feems no more 
partial to Arrzav, than any other Author: And 
as he has fometimes been overfeen, thro’ hafte 
or inadvertency, and is not exempt from human 
frailty on fuch occafions, he ftands equally cor- 
rected with the reft. Tho’ he feems rather in- 
clind to think, that he has been much abufed 
by ignorant ‘Tranfcribers ; and tho’ three or 
four have aaeteny critical Notes and Obferva- 
tions with their Editions, yet he {till iufpects 
leveral pailages to be corrupt ; which he has 
therefore here pointed out, and eatneftly recom- 
Bb2 mends 
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mends them to the next Editor to correét, by 
the affiftance of MS. Copies. 


Eratofthenes was follow’d among the Moderns, 
firft by Henry Glareanus, and then by Acidalius, 
Freinfbemius, F. Tellier, M. Le Clerc and others, 
in their Notes and Criticifms upon Q, Curtius : 
Every one of whom found new faults in their 
Author, which had efcaped the fearch of the 
reft. Our Tranflator has made the proper ufe 
of all their feveral labours, as far as he deem’d 
them agreeable to truth ; and has frequently ta- 
ken the fame liberty of departing from all of 
them, which they have occafionally taken with 
each other; namely, when he had ftronger rea- 
fons to induce him either to a different, or con- 
trary opinion. 

Upon the whole ; one can’t enough admire, 
confidering the very different merit of the two 
Authors, Cif foolifh and weak prejudices, bad 
cuftoms and vicious relifhes, prevailing in the 
learned world as well as in the civil and natu- 
ral, need be matter of admiration to any) that 
2, Curtins fhould have had fuch a multitude of 
Editions, and Arrian fo few ; the former fuch 
a numerous herd of Commentators, who have 
exercifed all their talents and faculties upon 
him, and been even lavifh in his praife. But 
Mr. Le Clerc has juftly obferv’d, that thofe have 
either commended the whole work, without any 
regard to the parts which compofe it; or fome 
of the parts, without confidering what relation 
they bore to the whole. The truth is, they 
were fo blinded and dazzled with the glare 
of his Oratory, that they feem’d never to have 
prefumed to look further. His periods, in- 


deed, as F. Zellier obferves, are generally sess 
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and well turnd, and bis cadences {weet and bar- 
monious ; (which are qualities by the by, fitter 
for a Declaimer, than an Hiftorian): Bat, as 
he afterwards adds, be bas many blemifbes : For 
be often runs counter to true Hiftory ; and bis @eo- 
graphy is frequently falfe. He has fhewd himfelf 
anskild in defcribing battels, (which was the 
better half of his task) aud frequently confounds 
truth with fiction. He feems to have had but an 
ordinary judgment ; and ftrives more to tickle the 
ear, than inform the underftanding. He defcribes 
things rather as they might have been, than as 
they really were alted ; and affects the artful turn, 
and harmonious cadence of bis periods too much. 
In his def{criptions, be is too poetical ; and in his 
{peeches, too pedantick and affected, 'Thus far 
FP, Lellier. 


Had Mr. Le Clerc, in his excellent and judi- 
cious Criticifm upon Q, Curtius, illuftrated it 
with more examples, there had been lefs occa- 
fion for fuch a Comment as this of Mr. Rook’s 
upon Arrian: The more he had faid there, the 
lefs need had any future Critick to fupply his 
defects or omiffions. But as that was only an 
Appendix to a larger Work, and fo the Author 
confined to a very narrow compafs ; he was far 
from exhaufting the fubjeét. What he left ime 
perfect, or but flightly touch’d, Mr. Rook feems 
here to have finifh’d. And indeed, *tis a great 
pity, that a particular brand of infamy is not 
thus ftamp’d upon every Author, without di- 
{tin€tion, who dares prefume to impofe romance 
upon us, under the fpecious title of true Hifto- 
ry. So grave a title before fo loofe a work as 
this of Q; Curtius, looks like a bar-gown upon 
a buffoon’s back, or a Cardinal’s hat upon a 
Bb 3 monkey’s 
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monkey’s head: Nigh one half of the work be- 
ing made up of Speeches that were never fpoke, 
Letters which were never fent, and defcriptions 
of mountains, rivers, towns and countries ; 
whereof many are falfe, and the few that are 
true, nothing to his purpofe as an Hiftorian : 
For they only ferve to diftraét his Readers, and 
divert them trom the main ftory. 

We doubt not therefore that Mr. Rook, in 
giving us in the prefent performance a much 
better and truer Account of this fo famous and 
remarkable a part of ancient Hiftory, from a 
much greater, more authentick and judicious 
Author, Cand yet one fo little known, efpeci- 
ally to an Englifh Reader) will be allow’d to 
have done a very ufeful and acceptable piece of 
fervice to the publick. 


BL ms 
BES 





ARTICLE XL. 


STATE of Learning. 


LONDON. 


]. Te is now in the prefs, and will be 

foon publifh’d, The Antiquities of Con- 
frantinople ; tranflated from the Latin of Petrus 
Gyllits, by Fobn Ball, formerly of C.C.C. Oxon. 
‘This Work is adorned with thirteen Cuts, beau- 
tifully finifhed: Viz. 1. Three Reverfes of By- 
zantian Coin. 2. A delineation of Con/fantino- 
ple, as it ftood before it was taken by the Zarks. 
3. The figure of the Seragiio point, as it ftands 
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at prefent. 4. The plan of the Church of St. 
Sophia. §. The outfide view of it. 6. The 
infide view of it. 4 The whole view of it. 
8. The hiftorical Pillar. 9. The ancient Hip- 
podrome, with the Lbeb@an obelisk, and the ¢n- 
gines by which it was erected. 10. The fer- 
pentine and the porphiry Pillars, with that of 
the Emperor Marcion. 11. The plan of the 
Church of the Apoftles. 12. A Map of the 
Wards of the City, and the Zhractan Bo/phorus. 
And laftly, the five Orders of Architecture. 

This Work is printed by Subfcription ; and 
the Author has got already above 600 Subfcri- 
bers. Subfcriptions are taken in by Mr. Straban, 
in Cornhill, 


II. Mr. Breval intends foon to publifh a new 
Volume of his Travels, which he has made 
fince the year 1723, during a courfe of four 
years, in two Volumes Fo/zo, upon large Genoa 
paper, (the fame with his Remarks tormerly 
publifh’d)) with upwards of forty Copper-plates, 
engraved by the beft Mafters. 

This Work (among many other new Obfers 
vations in Italy, Germany, &c.) will contain a 
Tour round §zez/y in 1725 ; with very accurate 
drawings of, and differtations upon the Greczan 
remains at Gergentz, (the old Agrigentum) Sy- 
yacufe, Taermina, (the old Naxos) and Sali- 
nuntum, which is the largeft Ruin in all Eu- 
rope. As alfo a compleat Survey of the Southern 
parts of France ; with exa€t views of the Arch 
and Theatre of Orange, the Mau/oleum of St. Re- 
mi in Provence, Cand their Bas-reliefs) the Pont 
de Gar, Temple of Diana, and Tour-magne at 
Nifines, and the Theatre of Bourdeaux. Some 
Bb4 — of 
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of which have never been publifh’d at all, and 
others at beft very imperfeétly. 

The Price to Subfcribers is two Guineas : 
One to be paid in hand. 

Propofals are to be had at Mr. Lintott’s, in 
Fleetftreet ; where Subfcriptions are taken in 
for the Author: who is ready, if defired, to 
fhow any Subfcriber his original Drawings and 
Sketches. 

N. B. The Author will revife the fheets him- 
felf; which as he was not able to do when his 
Remarks were publifh’d, (being then abroad ) 
occafion’d many miftakes. 


IfI. We have lately printed here New Me- 
moirs of the Reign of Queen ANNE ; being 
a compleat Supplement to the Hiftory of that 
Reign ; wherein the Tranfactions of the Four 
laft Years are fully related. ‘To which is pre- 
fix’d, by way of Introduction, A fuccinét Ac- 
count of Affairs from the Reformation, con- 
cerning the continual ftruggles between the two 
oppofite Parties in the Kingdom ; viz. thofe 
wno ftood up for the Proteftant Religion, Li- 
berty and Property, and thofe who favour’d 
Popery and arbitrary Power: With the iffue 
thereof in the great Cri/is before the faid Queen’s 
Death, and the Succeffion of the prefent Royal 
Family to the Crown of Great Britain. Where- 
in the many Artifices fet on foot at that time 
to defeat the faid Succeffion, are now fairly laid 
open ; and the whole Hiftory of that Affair put 
in a clear light, from original Papers, and other 
fufficient Vouchers. 

This Book is faid to contain feveral curious 
Anecdotes, never before publifh’d. 

IV. There 
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IV. There is now publifhed the Third Vo- 
lume in Folio of the Roman Hiftory; with 
Notes hiftorical, geographical and critical: Illu- 
{trated with Copper-plates, Maps, and authen- 
tick Medals. Written in French by the Fathers 
Catrou and Rouille ; and tranflated into Englith 
by the Rev. Mr. Bundy. 

This Third Volume reaches to the conclufion 
of the fecond Punick war, and ends with the 
37th book of the original. 

The Fourth Volume is in the prefs, and will 
be ready to be deliver’d to the Subfcribers the 
beginning of next Winter. 

To each Volume of this Tranflation, is pre- 
fix’d a new and connected Summary of the Hi- 
ftory, divided into Sections, anfwering to thofe 
of each Book. And at the end of the laft Vo- 
lume, will be one general Index to the whole 
Work ; confifting of all the wrench Indexes, 
with additions. 


GENEVA. 


x "nan are printing here the Hiftory o 
this City: To which will be added a 
Collection of vile Records, ferving for 
proofs to the faid Hiftory ; and Infcriptions, 
with Differtations on fuch as are obfcure ; and 
a particular Differtation upon the Intrenchment 
that “Fulius Cefar threw up againft the Helveti- 
ans. 'To which will be added a large Map of 
the river Rbone, from its fource to the place 
where it lofes its name: Which will help to 
correct a great number of geographical mi- 
{takes in the pofition of places, efpecially fuch 
as belong to the circuit of the lake of Geneva. 
There 








































394 The Prefent State of Art. 46: 
There will be alfo inferted a {mall Map of Ce- 
far’s Intrenchments ; a Plan of the ancient Cis 
ty ; different views and profpeéts of the Giiy, 
as it ftands at prefent; Prints of the ancient 
Coins, €c. 

It will make two Volumes in gto, and four 
in 12770. 


II. They are alfo printing here F. Calmet’s 
Dictionary, in four Volumes 4tc ; and the sth 
and 6th Tome of the Hiftory of the Reforma- 
tion of Swifferland ; a work very much efteem’d. 
As alfo a new Edition of all the Works of the 
famous Mr. Launoy, (Le Des-Nicheur des Soints ) 
in fix Volumes Fo/io. 


PARIS. 


J. |" E Rev. Father Cerceau, who has givett 
us a Volume of Poems in Latin, and 

another in French, both wrote with great judg- 
ment, and in a fine tafte ; together with very 
juft and exceilent reflexions on Poetry, extreme 
ufcful and neceffary to all thofe who would ei- 
ther compote themfelves, or judge truly of the 
compofitions of others ; and who has alfo lately 
publifh’d the Hiftory of the Revolutions in Pere 
fia, &c. is engaged at prefent in a literary 
Controverfy with one of the Authors of the 
oe sat des SCavans, upon occafion of two 
ifertations printed at the end of the fecond 
Tome of P. Sannadon’s Horace. 'Thofe two 
Differtations relate to a paflage in Horace, cone 
cerning the Mufick of the Ancients ; together 
with another paffage, which has hitherto been 
thought inexplicable by the beft Criticks; but 
which F. Cerceau had given us at leaft a very 
plau- 
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plaufible interpretation of, tho’ oppofite to ano- 
ther which one of the Authors of the Fournal 
des S;avans had before given; and which F. 
Cerceau had fo far neglected as not even to 
mention it, when (on the contrary ) he had 
given great and juft Encomiums to Dr. Wal- 
lis, &c. This difpute has already not only pro- 
duced feveral Differtations of F. Cerceau, which 
have been inferted in the Memoirs de Trevoux ; 
but has alfo engaged this learned Jefuit to un- 
dertake a great work, upon a new fubject fcarce 
hitherto treated of Cunlefs en paffant) by any 
equal to the task ; and which was a work there- 
fore very much wanted in the learned world. 
Tis a Treatife concerning the right Manuer of 
judging of the Works of the Ancients, and the pro 
per Sciences requifite thereto. 

As this Father is poffefs’d of the happy fe- 
cret of treating even the dryeft fubjeéts in the 
moft entereaining and agreeable manner, and 
of {cattering flowers and rofes in a foil, upon 
which others could only produce briars and 
thorns; this work muft certainly prove as agree- 


able as inftruétive. Moft of the Books that. 


have pretended at all to treat upon this fubjeét, 
are indeed wrote in fuch a manner, that’tis very 
neceflary we fhould have one we can read with 
pleafure. 


II. Mr. Zitan du Tillet, provincial Commif- 
fary of War, formerly a Captain of Dragoons 
in the French fervice, and Maiftre D’ Hote// to 
Madam La Dauphine, Mother to his prefent 
Majefty, is writing a book upon the following 
fubject : Viz. An Effay upon the Honours and 
Privileges that have been granted, and the Mo- 
MUMENES 
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numents which have been erected, in all the fe- 
veral ages of the world, to Men of Letters. 

This book will be very proper to accompany 
another he lately publifh’'d in 142%, intitled, 
The defcription of a French Parnaffus, engraved 
on a Copper-Plate ; ‘Together with an alphabe- 
tical Lift of Poets and Muficians affembled upon 
this Monument. It is the defcription of a real 
Parnaffus, that is at Parzs in one of the Halls 
of Mr. Ziton du Lilet, and upon which he laid 
out above ten thoufand crowns. It is a Moun- 
tain, upon which are difpofed feveral Laurels, 
Palm-trees, Myrtles, and trunks of Oak, fur- 
rounded with branches of Ivy. It contains 
thirty fix figures; of which the fourteen prin- 
cipal ones, v#z%. Apollo, the three Graces, the 
Nymphs of the Sezwe, eight Poets, and a Mufi- 
cian; together with the other twenty two in- 
ferior and fubordinate ones, form an admirable 
Group, both for the ordinance and execution. 
We fee befides there, the Medallions of feven 
Poets, that of a Mufician, a Pega/us, and fome 
other animals, that ferve for attributes to the 
Poets who have wrote Paftorals or Fables. 

Mr. Ziton du Tillet has caufed a Print of it 
to be engraved by Mr. dudran, which he has de- 
dicated to his Majefty: And it may very well 
be rank’d amongft the principal, if not the beft 
of all Mr. dudran’s performances. It is of the 
firft fize for magnitude. This Print, together 
with a defcription and explication thereof, is 
fold by Mr. De Barry, Bookfeller in St. Mar- 


tin’s Lane. 
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